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to act as foster parent to her own progeny, and she lays a greenish 
blue egg. They are readily caught by a spring trap baited with grain, 
with one of their kind put in the centre asa lure. The Shikra or 
Chipka ( Micronisus badius) is sometimes flown at them, and causes 
a general consternation. After the first burst of alarm and gabbling, 
they cease their chattering, separate, and disperse, and do not, like 
the bolder Mahratta Babbler (4M. Malcolmi), come to the rescue 
of their unfortunate companion, 

The variety or race 1 named UM. affinis is so very similar that 
I shall not separate it. It appeared to me to differ slightly in the 
white of the head being less pure, and the band on the throat 
less dark. The hind toe and claw also appeared larger, and the 
bill shorter. My specimens were procured in Travancore. 


484. -Malacocircus Malabaricus, Jerpoy, 


Il, Ind. Orn., text to M. griseus, pl. 19—BuiyTa, Cat. 791— 
M. Sumervillei, apud JERDoN, Cat. 91—and Horsr., Cat. 317 (in 
part)—M. orientalis, Jerpon—Jangli-khyr H.—Pedda sida, Tel. 


THe JUNGLE BaBBLER. 

Deser.—Very like M. terricolor, but somewhat darker in color, 
with broader and more distinct pale mesial streaks on the feathers 
of the back, and especially of the breast; the tertiaries are but 
very obscurely striated, but the tail is distinctly so. 

Bill and gape dark yellow; orbits yellow; irides pale yellow; 
legs dirty yellow, withafleshy tinge. Length 9 inches; wing 45; 
tail 44; tarsus 1;4;; bill at front 2. 

The Jungle Babbler is found in forests and jungles throughout 
the greater part of the Peninsula of India, in the Carnatic, the 
N. Circars, the Malabar Coast, the slopes €fahe Neilgherries, and 
the table land, in suitable places, as far as Nagpore, and to the 
latitude of Bombay on the Western Ghats. ,It is replaced in the 
North by M. terricolor and M. Malcolmi respectively in the east and 
west. Royle, in his List of Birds procured in the N. W. P., gives 
M. Somervillei as found in the Dhoon, but this appears doubtful. 
Horsfield gives my Malabaricus as synonymous with Sykes’ 
Somervillei, but I procured another species in Bombay and vicinity 
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which corresponds with Sykes’ description. Col. Sykes doubtless 
obtained both species, and probably mixed them up under one 
name, for Horsfield declares that one of Sykes’ own specimens 
is identical with one of the present species, transmitted from 
myself through-the Asiatic Society of Bengal. . 

I have always found this species of Babbler either in dense and 
hilly forest, or in highly-wooded districts, such as Malabar. 
There I found it not uncommon even in my own compound at 
Tellicherry, but, in general, it avoids dwellings. In other respects 
it is similar in habits to M. griseus, but its voice is very different, 
much more like that of M. terricolor. In my ‘ Illustrations,’ I 
separated those from the Eastern ghats under the name of M. 
orientalis, This race, however, has not been considered distinct 
from Malabaricus, and I have accordingly for the present merged 
it in that species. Malabar specimens appeared to me to have 
more rufous; those from the Eastern ghats more grey. 


435. Malacocircus Somervillei, Syxzs. 

Cat. 68. 

THe RuFOUSs-TAILED BaBBLER. 

Descr.— Above ashy brown, the feathers of the back barely lighter 
shafted, passing into rufescent on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; 
quills dark brown on both webs; tail rufous brown, obsoletely 
banded; beneath, the chin, and throat are mixed dark brown and 
ashy as in griseus; the upper part of the breast pale whitey-brown, 
the feathers dark at their base; the lower breast, belly, vent, and 
under tail-coverts, rufescent. 

Bill horny yellow; legs dirty yellow; irides pale yellow. Length 
94 inches; wing 4}; tail 4; bill at front #; tarsus 1}. 

This is a very digM¥ct species, and, if it be not Sykes’ I. 
Bomervillet, is new, and may have the name of M. Sykesit; but 
I feel certain, that Sykes had this species in view when he de- 
scribed M. Somervillei, and I append a translation of his description 
for reference :.—‘* Reddish brown ; abdomen, vent, lower back, and 
tail, pale rufous; the tail obsoletely banded with darker quills 
brown; feathers of the throat and breast bluish in the middle. 
Bill and feet yellow. Length 94 inches ; tail 44.” 
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I found this to be the common specics of Babbler in Bombay, 
entering compounds and gardens; and I also saw it above the ghats, 
though less common there. A specimen obtained at Bombay by 
myself is now in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta. 

Tt is possible that some of the races alluded to by me in the 
“ Illustrations” may turn out to be distinct; but I have not had an 
opportunity of verifying them since those remarks were penned. 

The next bird is of a slightly different type, and has been separat- 
ed by Mr. Blyth as distinct, under the name of Mal-olmia, but the 
distinctive marks are not prominent, and I shall not adopt it here. 
It differs from restricted Malacocircus by its larger size, more 
uniform color, the tail longer and more narrow ; the frontal feathers 
are stiff and pointed, the bill is a trifle shorter, and the wings are 
somewhat longer and more pointed. It associates usually in still 
larger flocks. 


436. Malacocircus Malcolmi, Syxzs. 


Timalia, apud Sykes, Cat. 67—Buiytu, Cat. 794—Horer., 
Cat. 316—JeRDon, Cat. 90—Garrnlus albifrons, Gray, Harp- 
WICKE, Ill. Ind. Zool. 2, pl. 36, f. 1—Ghogot, H.—Gangai, H, 
in the N. W. Provinces—Gongya, Can.—Kokatti, Mahr.—Verri- 
chinda, i. e. Mad-babbler, Tel.—also Gowa sida, Tel. 


' Tue Larce Grey BaBBLer. 


Deser.—Above of a pale brownish grey, lighter and more cinere- 
ous on the rump; quills and middle reetrices darker, the latter with 
some faint cross bands, and the lateral feathers whitish; forehead 
pale bluish, the feathers with white shafts; the first three quills 
with the outer webs pale yellowish ; beneath uniform whitish grey, 
with a tinge of fulvescent or rufescent, “M¥st distinct on the breast 
and upper part of the abdomen. 

Bill horny ; legs dirty yellow; irides light yellow, Length 11 
inches; wing 4,5 ; tail 52; bill at front 1% ; tarsus 1,5. 

This large Babbler has a peculiar distribution. In the south of 
India it is found, though not very common, only in jungly and 
hilly ground, apart from cultivation. I have seen it near Nellore, 
on the slopes of the Shervaroy and Neilgherry Hiils, in Mysore, 
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-always in jungly places; but as we go north on the table land, it 
leaves the jungles and wilds, and becomes the familiar and unscared 
representative of the Kiyr or Sat bhai. It is particularly abundant 
at Jaulna in the Deccan, and the country round about. From this 
it extends north and north-west to the valley of the Ganges, as at 
.Cawnpore, barely extending eastwards, for it is rare at Mhow, and 
unknown at Saugor in Central India. About Jaulna it frequents 
fields, hedges, orchards, and the vicinity of villages, generally asso- 
ciating in large flocks, more numerous than those of Malacocircus 
griseus, or Malabaricus. 1t feeds chiefly on the ground, and espe- 
cially round the trunks of large trees, and near hedge-rows, turning 
over the fallen leaves with their bills and sometimes with their 
claws, and picking up various insects, beetles, cockroaches, grass- 
hoppers, &c., and also seeds and grain. konce saw one in vain 
attempt to capture a grass-hopper on the wing. The flock keep 
up @ continued chattering, occasionally changed to a more sono- 
rous call, resembling “ quey, quey, quey, quo, quo,” pronounced 
gutturally. Their flight is feeble and straggling. If the Shikra 
sparrow-hawk be thrown at them, they defend each other with 
great courage, mobbing the hawk, and endeavouring to release the 
one she has seized. I think that Mr. Philipps must have had this 
species in view, and not UM. terricolor, when he writes of the latter 
attacking a hawk und severely handling it. I have no doubt that 
this bird extends through most of the N. W. Provinces, whilst M. 
terricolor, so far as we know, is not found there; and the name 
he gives is nearly that applied to the former bird in other districts. 

T have frequently found the nest and eggs, the former a loose 
structure of roots, twigs, and grass, with usually four verditer blue 
eggs. Burgess says that he found the nest of this bird in a tuft 
of grass in some boggy ground. This is a very unusual spot for 
them to select, and, from the small size of the eggs, I suspect that 
he must have got the nest and eggs of Chatarrhea caudata, or, 
it may be, of Mogalurus palustris. 

Mr. Blyth considers that some African birds may perhaps be 
found to range in Maloolmia, especially Malurus equamiceps and 
M. acacie of Risppell, the former from Eastern Africa, and the 
latter from Arabia’ Petrea, which belongs to the African Fauna. 
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If this is found to be the cause, 1 would then accord the generic 
rank proposed by Blyth. 

The following bird has also been lately separated from Mala- 
cocircus by Blyth, and as its distinguishing features are more pro- 
minent, I shall adopt it. 

Gen. Layarpiay Blyth. 


Similar to Malacocircus, but of more decided colors, the bill 
shorter and deeper, the wings shorter and more rounded; the 
frontal plumes hispid, but of open texture, and monticolous in its 
habits. In its coloration, as in its habitat, it makes au approach to 
the Garrulaz series. But two species are known, one from 
Southern India, the other, a somewhat sberrant species, from 
Ceylon; but Blyth thinks it probable that Crateropus rubiginosus, 
Riippell, of E. Africa, may belong to it. 


437. Layardia subrufa, Jerpon. 


Timalia, apud Jernon, Cat. 93—Biyru, Cat. 795—Honrsr., 
Cat. 315—Tim. pecilorhyncha, LarresNaYE—Jungli khyr, H. 


Tue Rurovs BaBsier. 


Deser.—Above darkish brown olive ; forehead pale bluish asn, 
the frontal feathers somewhat rigid ; beneath deep rufous, paler on 
the chin. 

Bill dusky above, yellow beneath ; legs dull yellow; irides light 
yellow. Length 94 inches; wing 3y,,; tail 4}; bill at front 7; - 
tarsus 1,55. 

The Rufous Babbleg is found in the higher wooded regions of 
Malabar, the Wynaad, Coorg, and all along the crest of the 
Western Ghats, as far as the Southern Mghratta country. I have 
seen it, though rarely, below the Ghats in Malabar. 

It always frequents thick jungles, more especially batnboos ; has 
similar habits to the Malacocirci, feeding chiefly on the ground 
in parties of eight or ten; and, on being disturbed, retreating 
through the thick clumps of Bamboos, and doncesling themselves 
from view, chattering all the time. Their note, though similar 
in character to that of the Malacocirci, is quife distixict, clearer, 
and less harsh. , 
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An allied species, Z, rufescens, Blyth, is found in Ceylon, some-~ 
what darker, the head tinged with ashy, and the whole bill 
yellow. 

We now come to s group which differs in the more slender 
body, lengthened and narrow tail, and striated plumage. 


Gen. Cuatarriaa, Blyth. 


Syn. Timalia and Malacocircus (in part). Auct. 

Char.—Bill longer than in Malgcocircus, more slender, and 
very gently curved, both on the commissure and culmen; tail 
Jong, narrow; lateral toes about equal; hind toe very long; 
claws slightly curved. 


438. Chatarrhea caudata, Domerm. 


Copyphus, apud Dumerit—Buytu, Cat. 797—Honrsr., Cat. 
322—Tim. chatarrhea, FRANKLIN—SyYKEs, Cat. 69—JeRDon, 
Cat. 94—M. Huttoni, BLytH—Megalurus isabellinus, Swarnson 
—Dumri, H. in the South— Hunt, Tam.—Hedo and Lailo, Sindh— 
Chitchtl H. in the N. W. P. (RorLe)—Peng or Chota-phenga, 
Hindi—Sor in the N. W. (fx£0BALD)—Chinna sida, Tel. 


THe STRIATED BUSH-BABBLER. 


Descr.—Above pale ashy brown, with numerous dusky stria, 
each feather being centred brown ; tail pule olive-brown, obsoletely 
barred with dusky ; beneath, the chin white, the rest of the plu- 
mage rufescent ashy, darkest on the flanks. 

Bill pale brownish horny ; legs dull yellow; irides red brown. 
Length 9 inches; wing 3; tail 44; bill at front §; tarsus 1. 

This Babbler is the most extensively spread of all the Indian 
members of this group, being found throughout the whole country 
from Assam to Sindh, and from the N. W. Provinces and Afghan- 
istan to Cape Comorin. The only district’in which I have not 
seen it, is Malpbar. In the south of India it is usually found 
away from houses. and villages, in the open plains, that are clad with 
a few low abd scattered bushes, and indeed it is to be met with in 
low jungle throughout India; but, towards the north, in Central 

and in some of the Gangetic provinces, it frequents cultivated 


68 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


grounds, entering gardens and compounds, and sheltering itself 
in hedge-rows. In the south it is ashy bird, flying before you 
from bush to bush with a sibilant surt of whistle, or, as Mr. Philipps 
says “a low under-toned warbling whistle,” which it often repeats. 
It runs or rather hops along the ground at a great rate, and with 
its long tail held straight out and drooping on the ground, it looks 
more like a rat than a bird. This likeness is so striking, that it has 
occurred to more than one observer. It flies low, from bush to 
bush, with a few rapid beats of the wing alternating with a sailing 
motion, and outstretched wings; and though, from the nature of 
the ground it frequents, it is obliged to take longer flights than the 
Malacocerci, yet its powers of wing are very feeble, and a person 
on horseback can easily overtake the flock, In such case they 
take refuge in the nearest bush, and are with great difficulty dis- 
lodged. I have frequently seen the nest and eggs, the former 
almost always in a thorny bush, at no height, made of roots and 
grasses loosely put together, and w.th three or four verditer blue 
eggs. 

Mr. Philipps says that “they bear confinement well, feeding on 
grain, and that all day long they are jumping from side to side of 
the aviary, responding to each other.” 


439. ChatarrheaEarlei, Bryts. 


Malacocircus, apud Buytu, J. A. S., XIII., 369-——Buyru. Cat. 
796—HorsF. Cat. 321—Burra-phenga, Hindi. 


Tue STRIATED REED-BABBLER. 


Deser.—Above pale ashy brown, with dark brown streaks on 
the head and back, fading on the upper tail-coverts; tail con- 
colorous with the back, still paler perhaps, and with no trace of 
striz; chin, throat, and upper part of the breast dull reddish 
fulvous, edged paler, and with faint dark central lines ; the reat 
of the under-parts dingy fulvous or albesoent brown. 

Bill pale greenish yellow, dusky above and at the tip; legs 
dirty greenish horn; irides bright yellow. Length not quite 10 
inches; extent 11; wing 34; tail 5}; bill at front 2; tarsus 1g; 
extent of foot 1}. 
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This species is very similar to the last, but differs in being a 
little larger, in the frontal feathers being less rufescent, and more 
distinctly streaked, in the tail being barely striated, and the chin 
not being white, &c. &c. 

It is found throughout Lower Bengal and the Nepal Terai, 
extending along the valley of Assam and southwards to Burmah, 
where it is very abundant ; but has not yet been noticed in Southern 
or Central India, nor in the N. W. Provinces. It frequents heavy 
grass and reed jungle, exclusively, especially near water, and is a 
most common bird along all the rivers of Eastern Bengal, and ita 
note, which is something like that of its congener, but clearer 
and louder, is often the only sound heard whilst tracking along 
the river banks. It associates in large flocks, and a sentinel is ge- 
nerally posted on some high perch to wain the rest of any danger. 
They feed more exclusively on insects perhaps than the last 
species. 

C. gularis, Blyth, from Burmah, is the familiar Garden-babbler 
of Thyetmyo, and is still more abundant and familiar higher up 
the river Irrawaddy, as Mr. W. Blanford informs me. Other 
apecies belonging to the group of Babblers are found in Africa, 
such as Crateropus Jardinii, A. Smith, and perhaps some ranked 
under Izos, viz., I. plebeius, I. leucocephalos, and J. leucopygius 
of Riippell. The former of these, indeed, is very like a true 
Malacocircus. Some of the other African Crateropi uppear 
immediate between this group and Garrulax; but their habits, as 
described by Tristram, are very similar to those of Malacocircus 
or Chatarrhea. Chostops, Swainson, perhaps should also be placed 
in this group. ° 

Next the Babblers I place a small series of Reed and Grass 
birds, some of them striated, others of plain plumage; they are 
somewhat aberrant members of this family, and their location here 
fs not adopted by all Gray and Horsfield place them among the 
Warblers, and Bonaparte makes of them a section, Sphenureq, of 
his Calameherpine, including most of our birds, and others greatly 
affined to them from other regions; but he places them next the 
Fimalide. Blyth, too, classes them near Chatarrhea, to which 
the larger species are certainly nearly related, whilst the smaller 
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members approach the Locustelle and Drymoice of our Sylviade. 
Hodgson, too, had, I suspect, similar views of their affinities, for he 
ranges Acrocephalus (which, though allied to our birds, I yet 
consider more strictly a Sylviadean type) as Mulacocircus abnormis; 
and Swainson placed Chatarrhwa caudata as a Megalurus. Those 
whose nidification i is known lay blue eggs, and although they are 
less social in their habits than the Babblers, they are perhaps 
nearer to this group than to any other. They may be said to’ bear 
the same relation to the restricted Babblers that Sibia and 
Actinodura do to the Garrulax group, or Alcippe to the Timalia. 


Gen. Mzcaturus, Horsfield. 


Char.—Bill slender, compressed, of moderate length, gently 
hooked at the tipjand notched; nostrils apert ; rictal bristles few, 
strong ; wing somewhat lengthened, third quill longest, 4th and 
5th nearly equal to it; tail long, graduated ; tarsus long, with large 
scutz ; middle toe very long; lateral toes unequal ; hind toe long; 
all the claws long, slender, acute, moderately curved; hind claw 
large. Sexes differ in size. 

This genus, of which there is one species in India and the Malayan 
isles, comprises several others from Australia and the oveanic 
province. 


440. Megalurus palustris, Honxsr. 


Lin. Trans., XIII, 159—Bryrse, Cat 781—Horsr., Cat. 512— 
Malurus marginalis, REINWARDT, pl, col. 65, f. 2--Takko, Beng.— 
Jal-aggin, H. i. e. Waterdark. 


Tue SreiateED MarsH-BABBLER. 


Deser.—Upper parts bright olive-brown, with a mesial broad 
black stripe to each feather of the back and the scapulats; the 
edges of the wing-feathers also brown; tail pale dusky-brown, 
with light edges to the feathers; crown rufescent, with mesial 
dark lines, obsolete 8 towards the front, and the feathers small, rigid, 
and oppressed; a pale whitish streak over the éye; beneath, the 
chin and throat are white, the rest whitish, tinged with earthy 
brown ; the breast and flanks slightly speckled with brown. 


TIMALINA. vi 


Bill horny brown above, paler bénesth; legs dull purplish ot 
greenish-brown ; irides pale brown. Length of male 94 to 10 
inches; ext. 12; wing 33; tail 5; bill at front $; tarsus 13. The 
female is only 8} inches long. 

This bird has an extensive geographical distribution, being 
found in Bengal and Central India, extending to Assam, Burmah, 
the Malayan peninsula, and Java. I have seen it on the banks of 
the Wein-Ganga and Indrawatty, tributaries of the Godavery ; aleo 
on the Nerbudda, where it frequents the grass and reedson the banks, 
or on the islets. But it is most abundant in Lower Bengal, where 
the country is intersected by rivers, and where long grass and 
reeds cover miles of country. It does not appear to ussociate in 
flocks, but hunts about the reeds and grass for various insects, 
chiefly grasshoppets and coleoptera, and, as Mr. Blyth remarks, 
it has a remarkable freedom of the action of its legs enabling it 
to sprawl widely as it clambers among the reeds and grass 
stems. 

Every now and then one rises to the air with a fine song, which 
Blyth calls ‘a fine flute-like voice, and after fluttering’ slowly along 
for a few seconds, “warbling all the time, descends again. The 
song is not confined to the breeding season, for I have heard it at 
all times. Its nest and eggs have not been observed yet, abundant 
though it be in many districts. In the breeding season the bill 
becomes livid blackish, and the whole inside of the mouth wholly 
black.’ 

Gen. Cuztornis, Gray. 

* Char.—Bill very short, strong, high, compressed, cutved on the 
culmen, strongly hooked at the tip, and notched; five remarkably 
strong bristles between the gape and the eyes, forming an almost 
vertical range curved stiffly outwards; wings somewhat long, 3rd 
quill longest, 4th and 5th nearly equal to it ; 2nd equal to the 7th; 
feet and legs strong; tarsus moderately long, the middle toe 
elongate, Taterabs fanequal, 5 innér toe very versatile, hind toe ‘long, 
all the claws slightly curved. 

This genus chiefly differs from Megalurus by the very remarka- 
ble Bil, which, from its compression, is quite Timaline in 


character, 
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441. Chetornis striatus, JeRvon. 


Megalurus, apud Jzrpow, Suppl. Cat. 88 bis—BuyrH, Cat. 782 
—Horsr., Cat. 513—Dasyornis locustelloides, BLYTH—Genta- 
pitta, Tel, ¢. ¢., Grass-bird. 


THE GRASS-BABBLER. 


Descr.—Above olive or yellowish brown, the feathers all centred 
with deep brown; tail brownish, banded with dusky externally, 
and dusky along the centre of each feather, which is tipped 
fulvous white, and the outer feathers have further a dark brown 
subterminal band ; beneath, the color is white, tinged with earthy- 
brown on the breast, and with a few dark specks. 

Bill dusky-brown above, fleshy-brown beneath; legs brownish 
fleshy ; irides yellow-brown or dull grey in some. Length of male 
8} inches; extent 11; wing 3}; tail 33; bill at front not quite 4; 
tarsus 1;',; extent of the foot 1j. The female is 7 inches long 
and the wing 3. 

I first obtained this bird on the Neilgherries in swampy ground, 
but afterwards found it not rare at Nellore, during the cold season, 
in long grass and rice fields; and I again found it in Central India, 
during the rains, in grass meadows. It is also abundant all over 
Lower Bengal in high grass, though not frequenting such dense 
thickets of reeds as Megalurus, or Chatarrhea Earlei. It most 
probably will be found in all suitable localities through the greater 
part of India. 

It has similar habits to Megalurus, soaring into the air like a 
lark, with a fine clear song. I have not procured the nest, but 
Mr. Blyth mentions that it nearly accords with that of Malacocir- 
cus, and that the eggs are blue. It feeds chiefly, if not entirely, 
on insects. The great difference of size between the sexes at one 
time led Mr. Blyth to believe them to be distinct species. 

Mr. Frith suggests that the very retharkable outer orbital 
bristles of this bird are admirably adapted to protect its eyes 
when it is forcing its way through dense tufts of grass and 
reeds, 

Near these two birds probably should be placed the African 
genera Spheneacus and Spheaura; and the Australian Cincloramphue, 
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two of the species of which latter have been considered to belong 
to Megalurus. 

From these Reed and Graas-babblers there is an evident transi- 
tion to the Reed-warblers, such as Locustella, Acrocephalus, and 
Arundinaz, in all of which, however, the characters of this family 
are lost, or nearly so. But it will, perhaps, be advisable to class 
here two small Grass or Reed birds, which, by their strongly 
compressed bill, apparently belong to this group, leading to 
the Warblers. They belong to two distinct forms, and both are 
rare, and but little known. Mr. Blyth also places them in this 
family, between Chetornis and Dumetia. 


Gen. Scnznrcoxa, Blyth. 

Char.=Bill moderate, rather deep, much compressed, slightly 
curved on the culmen; a few strong rictal bristles, but less 
developed than in Chetornis; wings moderate, slightly rounded, 
4th quill longest, 3rd equal to 5th; tail moderate, very broad, soft ; 
tarsus long; toes grasping ; plumage somewhat lax. 


442. Schenicola platyura, Jerpon. 
Timalia, apud Jerpon, Suppl. Cat. 96 bis. 


Tux Broap-TaILeD RBED-BIRD. 

Descr.—Above dark olive-brown; the feathers of the tail 
obsoletely barred; beneath ochrey yellowish. 

Bill horny yellow; legs fleshy yellow; irides yellowish brown. 
Length 5} inches; wing 24; tail 24; bill at front 4, tarsus 4%. 

I‘only once observed this curious bird among some reeds in 
swampy ground close to Goodaloor in the Wynaad, at the foot of 
the Neilgherries. It took short flights, and endeavoured to conceal 
itself among the thick herbage. Its food had consisted wholly of 
small insects. I only procured one specimen, which is now lost, 
but Mr. Blyth had previously seen it, and recognising its peculi- 
arities, had given it the above generic appellation. 

' Gen. Evryorrcus, Blyth. 

Syn. Laticilla olim, Blyth—Spheneacus, Strickland. 

Ghar,—Bill of moderate length, compressed, slender, nearly 
straight; calmen gently curved, barely hooked atthe tip; a few distant 
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short rictal sete: ; wings short, rounded ; 4th and 5tk quills longest ; 
tail long, graduated, the feathers very broad and soft; tarsus long; 
middle toe elongated, lateral tes unequal, hind toe rather short. 


This. curious bird has so much the aspect of a Drymoica that it 
would by some be placed in that genus, but its more compressed 
bill, broad tail, and, to a certain extent, its coloration, all evince a 
tendency to this present family. It differs from the last type by 
its lengthened tail and streaked plumage. 

Blyth notices its affinity for Chetornis, of which says he “it has 
the general form, but a weaker and more compressed bill, feebler 
vibrissz, shorter feet, and the tail much broader.” 


443. Eurycercus Burnesii, Buyru. 
J. A. &, XI, 874—Burytn, Cat. 786—Hidela, Sindh. 
Tue LONG-TAILED REED-BIRD. J 


Descr.—Above brownish grey, with dark central streaks, mostly 
on the scapulars and back ; tail faintly ‘barred; under parts whitish, 
tinged with fulvescent on the flanks, and a shade of the same on 
the sides of the neck, where also a few mesial streaks are distinct; 
under tail-coverts ferruginous. 

Bill horny above, yellowish beneath ; legs yellow-brown ; irides 
brownish yellow. Tength 6} inches; wing 2}; tail 33; bul at” 
front §; tarsus 4%). 

This bird was originally sent from Sindh by Sir A. Burnes, and 
a drawing of it is also among his collection in the Asiatic Society’s 
Library. Quite recently I found it at Monghyr on the Ganges in 
March, frequenting grass mixed with Jhow bushes. When flushed, 
it flew close to the ground, and endeavoured to escape observation, 
hiding itself in the grass, and with more of the aspect of a Chat- 
arrhea than of a Drymoica. It will probably be found in suitable 
spots all along the Gangetic valley. In its rufous under tail-coverts, 
and slightly spotted breast, it recalls the coloring of the African 
genus Parisoma,* 

The Mimine or Mocking Thrushes of America are the only gronp, 
not Asiatic, included by Bonaparte in this family, Yozostoma, 


on ent leucoptera, Buppell, appears to me to belong to this division of the 
imaling, 
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by its long and eurved beak representing Pomatorhinus. Tardus 
vulpinus, Hartlenb, one of the Miméne, figured in P. Z. S. 1850, 
could not, by the Indian ornithologist, be mistaken for ought but a 
Timaline form. 


Fam. Bracnrropipx—Short-legged Thrushes. 


Legs and feet very short, only suited for perching; wings 
moderate or rather long ; bill various, Jong and Thrush-liko in some, 
short and somewhat depressed in others. 

In this family I include both the Bulbuls and Orioles, which 
agree in their short legs and feet, food, and arboreal habits. 

As in the last sub-family we found that the strong legs and feet 
afforded the most certain guide to their classification, to the exclu- 
sion of the bill, so, in these, the short feet are the most character- 
istic feature. It has not been usual to class the Bulbuls and 
Orioles together, but they are, in most systems, placed near each 
other; the green Bulbuls are by some arranged with the Orioles, 
and by others with the Bulbuls; and I see no essential difference 
between them, more than warranting a sectional separation. I was 
at one time inclined to place them in the family Merulide, as Gray 
and Horsfield do, but, on full consideration, have now considered 
them distinct. 

The Short-legged Thrushes are peculiar to the old world, being 
most abundant in India and Malayana, not rare in Afriea, one or 
two species extending to the south of Europe, and one or two to 
Australia, The bill varies from somewhat long and slender, as in 
Hypsipetes, to thick and Finch-like in Spizizos. It is generally 
more or less wide and depressed at the base, and usually slightly 
notched at the tip. The wings are moderate, rather long in a few, 
and somewhat pointed, The tail is usually short or moderate, 
even or slightly roumded. The tongue of several is slightly pen- 
cilled or brushed, and, in consequence, some of them have been 
classified as a division of the Melliphagide, or Honey-eaters of. 
Australia; but the structure and habits of these last, with their geo- 
graphic distribution, forbid the association, though there is a good 
deal of mutual resemblance between some of the species of each 
group, end they perhaps pass into each other. Mr. Blytif're- 
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niarks that the affinity of the family for’ that of the Melliphagide 
is, I think, undeniable. With regard to ether external relations, 
they appear to have affinities with the Ampelide, and particularly 
pethaps for some of the Letotrichine, as will be pointed out 
hereafter. 

They live both on fruit and insects, more particularly on the 
former food. Only afew species ever descend to the ground. 
Most of them construct neat nests, and the eggs are either pale 
reddish, or pinkish white, more or less spotted with red. 

The Brachypodide may be sub-divided into— 

let. —Pycnonotine, true Bulbuls. 

2nd.—Phyllornithine, Green Bulbul. 

3rd.—Irenine, Blue-birds. 

4th.—Orioline, Orioles. 


Sub-fam. Pycnonorinz. 


The true Bulbuls are distinguished from the members of the 
other sub-families by the bill being generally shorter, straighter, 
end more depressed at the base, with the rictal bristles more 
developed. The tongue is more simple, though bifid in some, 
and slightly pencilled in a few. Their plumage is usually full, 
sometimes puffy, and, in very many instances, there are various 
hairs or bristles (undeveloped feathers) conspicuous, especially 
on the head and nape; so much so, that some have received 
generic names (Trichophorus, Criniger,) from that character. 
‘The sexes are in most cases exactly alike in colour. They 
are birds of rather small size, and, as a general rule, of plain, 
though, in many instances, pleasing plumage, green, brown, and 
yellow being the predominant tints. They are mostly denizens 
of the forests and jungles, a very fow only frequenting gardens 
or groves. They feed both on fruit and insects. Their wings 
enable them to fly with ease, and some have a tolerably swift 
flight. ‘They make a rather neat nest, and the eggs of most 
are pale reddish or pink, with numerous darker red specks. They 
are tolerably numerous in India, Burmah, and Malsyana; and 
many species are found in Africa; one occurs in Spain. They are 
active and sprightly in their movements, and ususlly have e 
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chirraping call or watble, which seldom could be called a song; 
and the name of Bulbul, by which the most common species are 
known in India, bemg.the Persian name for the Nightingale, has 
Jed to many misconceptions about their powers of voice and song. 
The few known to the older authors were classed in Lanius, 
Muscicapa, and Turdus. 


Gen. Hyrsirerrs, Vigors. 


Char.—Bill moderately strong, lengthened, nearly straight ; cul- 
men very slightly arched ; nostrils long, with some short tufts and 
a few hairs at their base i wings long, 4th and 5th longest, “8rd 
nearly as long; tail rather long, square or emarginate ; feet and 
legs very short. The head is sub-crested, the feathers being 
lanceolate, and the rictal bristles are very few and weak. 

This is one of the best marked forms in this division, and 
comprises two types, the one with red bills, more or less black 
plumage, and the tail distinctly emarginate ; the other, with more 
normal family colouring, the bill dark, and the tail square. 


With red bill. 
444. Hypsipetes psaroides, Vicors. 


P. Z. S., 1831—Goutp, Cent. H. Birds, pl. 10O—Buryrn, Cat. 
1246—Horsr., Cat. 388—Ban bakra, at Mussooree, i. ¢., Jungle 
Goat—Phakki-pho, Lepch. 


Tae HimaLtayan Biack Bursut. 


Descr.—Head subcrested, black ; body and wings dark ashy or 
iron grey; tips of the quills and the tuil black ; beneath dull grey, 
as above, the lower part of the abdomen and vent paler; under 
tail-coverts edged white. 

Bill bright red ; irides red-brown; legs red. Length 11 inches; 
wing 5; tail4}; bill at front J; tarsus §. 

This bird is found throughout the whole extent of the Hima- 
layas, from Simlp to Bootan. It is not common shout Darjeeling, 
and I have found it usually at from 3,000 to 5,000 feet of elevation. 
Like the others, it is gregarious generally, and its flight strong 
and rapid. Dr. Adams says that if is very noisy, and imitates 
the: sonzs of other birds. Hutton says “that it is exceedingly 
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common at Mussooree, in large flocks, during winter and spring; 
in the latter season, when the Rhododendron arboreum is covered 
with its branches of deep crimson flowers, these birds may be 
seen thrusting their beaks inte every flower in search of insects 
and nectar, and the forehead is, in consequence, then generally 
covered with the pollen derived from the flowers. It is fond 
of wild mulberries and cherries. They make a rather neat cup- 
shaped hest of leaves, grass stalks, and spider-web, lined with 
grasses, lichens and wood-shavings, and placed on a tall tree. 
The eggs are usually three, rosy or purplish white, sprinkled 
over rather numerously with deep claret or rufescent-purple specks 
and spots, but very variable in colour and distribution.” I 
obtained the nest and eggs once only, agreeing very well with 
Hutton’s description. 


445. Hypsipetes Neilgherriensis, Jervon. 
JeRDON, Cat. 68—Briyrn, Cat. 1247. 


Tre Nertaurrry BLack Burput. 


Descr.—Head, with crest of lanceolate feathers, glossy black ; 
wings and tail black, rest of the body dark blackish grey; under 
tail-coverts more or less edged with white. 

Bill deep red; legs orange-red ; irides brownish red. Length 10 
inches; extent 14; wing 5; tail 4,4; bill at front nearly 9; 
tarsus +5. 

This species differs from the last in its somewhat smaller size, and 
the prevalent darkness of the body plumage. It abounds on the 
suminit of the Neilgherries from 6,000 to 8,000 feet. I have seen 
it also in Coorg. It lives in small flocks, in the dense woods, feed- 
ing on various fruits and berries, usually on the tops of trees. It 
keeps up a lively and agreeable warbling, which it often continues 
during its occasional flight from one tree,’ or patch ef wood, to 
another. Its flight is undulating, easy, and rapid. It has also been 
found in Ceylon. 


‘446, _Hypsipetes Ganeesa, Syxzs. 
SxKxs, Cat. 49—Horsr, Cat. 389. 
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Tae GaaT Brack Buisvut. 


Deser—Above grey-brown, paler beneath ; wings and tail brown; 
head slightly crested, metallic black; irides deep brown. Length 
10 inches ; tail 4. 

Such is Col. Sykes’ description; but the figure in Jardine and 
Selby’s Illustration represents the upper plumage as more blackish 
ashy. 

This species has only as yet been procured by Col. Sykes, who 
says that it inhabits the Western ghats. It is most probably found 
on the Mahableshwar Hills. Col. Sykes remarks, “stony fruit found 
in its stomach; flight rapid.” Dr. Horsfield in his Catalogue gives 
Assam also as a locality. This would be a very remarkable 
distribution, and more probably he has not thoroughly compared 
them, and the Assam bird will prove to be Blyth’s H. concolor, 
from Assam, the Khasia Hills, &c., which he states to be very 
closely allied to the two last species. The wing and tail of Ganeesa, 
described as being brown, had probably faded, as indeed the whole 
colours of the birds of this section appear to do, more or less. 

Turdas ourovang, from Madagascar, figured P. E. 557, f. 2, 
appears to belong to this genus and section; and H. olivacea, Jard. 
and Selby, Ill. Orn. 1, pl. 148, from Mauritius, is another species, 


The next group are coloured more or less green, with dusky bills. 


447. Hypsipetes McLellandi, Honsrretp. 


P. Z. S&S, 1839—BuiyTxH, Cat, 1249—Horsr., Cat. 390—H. 
viridis, Hopas.—Chinchivk-pho, Lepch.—Chichiam, Bhot. 


THE RUFOUS-BELLIED BULBUL. 


Descr.—Head brown, sub-crested, the feathers with pale centres; 
the rest of the upper plumage olive-green ; ear coverts brownish ; 
chin and throat white, the feathers edged dusky; sides of neck, 
breast, and belly, light reddish brown, with pale centres to the 
feathers, albescent #n the lower part of the abdomen; under tail- 
coverts yellowieh. 

Bill dusky olive, horny fleshy beneath ; legs yellowish brown. 
Trides light brown. Length 9 inches; extent 13; wing 4}; tail 
4; bill at front 4; tarsus }. 
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This species of Hypsipetes is found from Nepal to Bootan ; also 
in the hill ranges of Assam and Arrakan. In Sikhim it occurs from 
2,000 feet or so; frequents high trees, lives chiefly on fruit, 
and hes a loud cheerful note. 

Other species of Hypsipetes, more or less allied tq the above, 
ate ZH. virescens, from the NicoWars ; H. Malaccensis, from Malacca; 
H. Phitippensis, from the Philippines; und H. Tickelli, Bl, from 
Tenasserim. 

Near Hypsipetes, perhaps between it and Hemi‘zos, should be 
placed Blyth’s genus Jole, with one species from the Khasia Hills 
and Arrakan, J. virescens, and two others from Malacca; and the 

Turdus amaurotis, Temm., from Japan, should either be placed 
here, or in Hypsipetes. 


Gen. Hemrxos, Hodgson. 


Bill moderately slender, inclining to arch on the culmen, nareal 
and rictal bristles distinct and strong; wings with the 5th and 6th 
quills longest ; tail moderately long, even, almost emarginate ; tarsus 
strong, smooth; toes short, unequal, depressed; nails acute, much 
curved ; tongue bifid; feathers of the head lanceolate, lengthened. 


448. Hemixos flavala, Hopason. 


J. A. S., XIV., 572—Buiy7sH, Cat. 1254—Horsr., Cat. 378— 
Nalli-pindi, Lepch. 


THE BROWN-EARED BULBUL,. 


Deser.—Crown dusky greyish, the coronal feathers lengthened 
and pointed; rest of the plumage above ashy; wings and tail 
dusky; the feathers of the greater coverts and the outer webs of 
the secondaries margined with bright greenish yellow; lores, and 
a streak from the lower mandible, black ; ear coverts silky brown i 
throat and lower tail-coverts white; breast pale ashy ; ; belly greyish 
white. 

Bill black ; legs dark plumbeous; irides dark brown. Length 
8} inches, extent 12; wing 3,% ; tail 34; bill at front §; tarsus }. 

The Brown-eared Bulbul isfound in the Eastern Himalayas, from 
Nepal to Bootan, also in the Khasia hills. It is not very rare near 
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Barjeeling, at elevations from 3,000 to 6,000 feet. It associates 
in emall patties, feeds both on berries and insects, and has a loud 
warbling note. 

The pointed feathers of its crest, and its long square tail, 
show its affinity to Hypstpetes. 


Gen. Arnourus Hodgson. 


Char.—Bill slightly stronger than in the preceding genera, and 
somewhat wider at the base; rictal bristles weak; tail almost evem 
the outermost feathers barely shorter ; head sub-crested. 

This form appears to be immediate between Hemixos and its allies, 
and Criniger, from which last it is distinguished by the much 
feebler bill. In its habits too it is more allied to Hypsipetes. The 
peculiar striation of the plumage is faintly shadowed forth in 
Hi. McLeliandi, but is more marked in Pycnonotus Finlaysonii, Blyth, 
a very beautiful species from Arracan, which appears to belong to 
this type; as does, perhaps, Jzos tigus, Miill., from Sumatra. 


449. Alcurus striatus, Bryru. 
Tricophorus, apud Bryrs, J. A. S., X1., 184—Buyra, Cat. 
1256—Horsr., Cat. 384—Alcurus Nipalensis, Hopeson—Senim- 
plek-pho, Lepch.—Chichiam, Bhot. 


THE STRIATED GREEN-BULBUL. 
Desor.—Above olive-green, brightest on the rump and wings; 
feathers of the occiput lengthened and somewhat pointed; crown 
of the head and back darker green, with a slight tinge of 
cinereous on the back, and the feathers of both the head and back 
narrowly streaked with white; tail dusky, with the outer web 
greenish, obsoletely barred above, and tinged with yellow beneath; 
the two outer rectrices, and the third partially, tipped with yellow- 
ish white; part of throat, chin, end under tail-coverts pale canary 
yellow ; .» yellow streak from the nestril to near the eye ; throat, fore- 
neck, and belly, pale yellowish, albescent on the breast, the feathers 
all edged with dusky greenish, most broadly se on the breast, giving 
@ genetally stzinted aspect to the under parts; sat-coverts. black; * 
~BiR. boray black; legs greenmh brown; indes browned. 
Eemgth 24 inches; wing 44; toil 4; bill at front §; tarsus pot 2. 
L 


é 
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This bird«is exceedingly abundant about Darjeeling, and is 
most common from 7,000 feet and upwards. It in general keeps to 
‘the tops of high trees, going in smali parties, and having a loud 
mellow warble, which it is continually repeating, both when 
feeding and on the wing. It feeds chiefly on fruit, sometimes on 
insects. This bird, like Hemifhs flavala, has also affinities for 
Hlypsipetes, shewn, as well in the structure, as in its habits of 
flying high, and the frequent repetition of its call. 


Gen. CriniceR, Temm. 

Syn. Tricophorus, Temm.—Alcurus, pars, Hodgson. 

Char,—Bill of moderate length, strong and deep; the culmen 
well curved ; rictal bristles distinct, long; tail nearly even, with 
the outermost feathers distinctly shorter. Head more or less 
crested. 

The first species noticed has the bill somewhat less strong than 
the second and more typical one, and has been placed under 
Hemixos, but its colours and general characters are more those 
of the present genus. 


450. Criniger ictericus, Srrtcianp. 


Ann. Nat. Hist., XITI.—Buyrn, Cat. 1255—Horsr., Cat. 379— 
Tricophorus Indicus, JErpon, Cat. 75. 


THE YELLOW-BROWED BULBUL. 

Descr.—Plumage above bright olive-green; superciliary streak 
extending to the forehead, and the whole plumage beneath, bright 
yellow; quills dusky on their inner webs; the shafts of the tail 
feathers beneath yellow. 

Bill black; legs dark plumbeous; irides blood-red. Length 
8 inches; wing 37; tail 35; bill at front 5; tarsus 4. 

This species has pnly been found in the Malabar forests and 
Ceylon. It prefers mountainous regions/ at from 3,000 to 5,000 
feet of elevation, being very abundant on the slopes of the 
Neilgherries at that elevation; but it is also found occasionally 
down to a few hundred feet above the sea‘level. It lives in 
small flocks, flying from tree to tree, and keeping up @ continual 
and pleasing mellow bulbul-like warble. I have chiefly found. 
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it to have partaken of fruit; but I dare say at times, insects are 
captured. I first described this bird, considering that it might be 
the Turdus indicus of the older authors. I am not aware what, 
species is now supposed to have been described under that name, 
or whether it_has been identified at all. This bird has the crest 
only moderately developed, and thetail more even than the next bird. 
The next species has the bill proportionally stronger, the crest more 
developed, and the tail with the outer feathers distinctly shorter. 


451. Criniger flaveolus, Govxp. 
Tricophorus, apud Gouxn, P. Z. S., 1836—Biytu, Cat. 1257.— 
Horsr., Cat. 382—Tr. xanthogaster, Hopes.—Kussop eechiop-pho, 
Lepch, 
Tue Wuaire-THroatep BULBUL. 


Descr.—Head crested, the feathers progressively lengthened, and 
mixed with hairs; plumage above dull yellow olive, with a tinge 
of reddish brown on the wings and tail; cheeks and throat ashy 
white; the rest beneath bright yellow. 

Bill light plumbeous ; legs pale fleshy yellow; irides brown-red. 
Length 84 mches; extent 13; wing 4}; tail 33; bill at front §; 
tarsus 2. 

This bird in its plumage much resembles the last. It is an 
inhabitant of the Himalayas from Nepal to Bootan, extending to 
the hill ranges of Assam, Sylhet, and Arrakan. It is chiefly 
found at from 2,000 to 5,000 feet. I got several specimens from 
the vicinity of Darjeeling, but did not myself observeit. The name 
which the Lepchas give it is taken from its call. 

Near here should be placed several species of Bulbul, viz. 
€. ochrocephalus, Gmel., (crispiceps, Blyth,) the giant of the 
family; Pyc. inornatus and P. simplex, Kuhl, from Sumatra; 
Pycn, rufocaudatus, Eyton, (Tricophorus gularis, Horsf.) from 
Java and Malacca; with Zric. gutturalis, and sulphurata, Mill, 
from Borneo; snd flgviomeius, Bon., from Amboyna; also Setor 
nis criniger, Blyth, from Malacca; all which tend to grade into 
Tole, previduely mentioned. 

‘Net ferdrom these birds should: be placed Spicixos, Blyth, with 
&thost thick conical bill The best known species, & canifrons, 
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Blyth, from the Khasis hills, lives in small flocks, has ¢ pleasant call, 
keeps to the top of trees, and lives entirely on fruit. Another 
has lately been sent front China. 


The next division only includes two birds belonging to our 
province, but several Burmese and Malayan species. The colors 
are not so vivid as in the last, the form is larger and more 
plump, and itis somewhat related to Hemizos. As 1 imaging 
that Muse. psidii, of the older authors, belongs to this group, I 
shall put it as Ios, under which genus that bird is classed by 
Gray. 


Gen. Ixos, Temm. (restricted). 


Char.—Bill rather short, slightly arching on the culmen; the tip 
bent over, distinctly notched; commissure nearly straight; a few 
rictal bristles, mixed with some smaller tufts; hairs on the nape 
distinct, and some of the feathers of the throat bristle-ended ; 
lateral toes nearly equal; hind toe shorter than middle toe ; 4th, 
5th, and 6th quills sub-equal and longest, 7th barely shorter; tail 
slightly rounded in some, almost even in others, with the outer 
feathers slightly shorter. 


452. Ixos luteolus, Less. 

Hematornis, apud Lesson, Rev. Zool., 1840—Honrsr., Cat. 362 
—Pycnonotus flavirictus, SRICKLAND—BLYTH, Cat. 1270—Ixos 
virescens, apud T1cKELL, and JERDON, Cat. 74—Criniger Tickelli, 
BiyTa—Poda-pigli, Tel. 


THE WHITE-BROWED BusH BuLBUL. 


Deser,—Above dull brownish olive-green, palest on the head, 
where it is slightly ashy, and yellowish on the rump; quills and 
coverts edged with brighter green ; over the eye to the ear-coverts, 
and from the base of the upper mandible exteading below the 
eye, obscure white; chin, and base of lowér mandible, pale clear 
yellow; lower parts whitish ashy, tinged with pale yellow; the 
breast dashed with brownish grey, and the vent end under tail- 
coverts pale yellow. 

Bill blackish ; legs dark plumbeous ; irides bloodwed. Length 
74,inches; wing 3¢5 tail 84; dill at front +6; tarsus. 4%. 
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This is « tolersably common bird in many paris of the South 
of. India; raze in others, It is not fougd in the forests of Malabar, 
but in low jungle in that province it is common, and on the skirts 
of forests occasionally. In the Carnatic it is tolerably common in 
bushy jungle, and even in gardens, in wooded districts; also 
throughout the Northern Circars to Goomsoor ; and Tickell found it 
@@ Central India. It is not however known at Jubbulpore, Saugor, 
Nagpore, nor Mhow, nor in the bure table land of the Deccan. 

Tt associates Jess in flocks than most of this family, being usually 
seen alone, but it avoids observation, and keeps to the thickets. 
It flies about from bush to bush with a fine loud, clear, thrush-like . 
warble, and feeds entirely on fruit of various kinds, I found the 
nest in my garden at Nellore. It was rather loosely made with 
roots, grass, and hair, placed in a hedge; and the eggs, four in 
number, were reddish-white, with darker lake-red spots, exceed- 
ingly like those of the common Bulbul. 

I see that the Jzos virescens of Temminck, which in my Cata- 
logue I considered the same as this bird, now ranks as an Ayp- 
sipetes. : 


453. Ixos xantholemus, Jerpon. 

Brachypus xantholemus, JERDON, 2nd Suppl., Cat. 69 bis—IIl. 
Ind. Orn., pl. 35—Buyta, Cat. 1269—Horsr., Cat. 369—Kondd- 
poda-pigli, Tel. 

Tur YELLOW-THROATED Busy Borsuy. 


Deser.—Head and face yellowish green; upper plumage grey, 
tinged with green, especially on the upper tail-coverts; wings 
dusky, edged with yellow green; tail dusky, the feathers edged 
with yellow green, and, except the central ones, all the feathers 
tipped with yellowish white, most broadly on the outermost ones; 
chin; throat, and forehead pure canary yellow; breast grey, paling 
to whitish on the abdomen ; under tail-coverts pure yellow. 

Bill and legs black, irides red. Length nearly 8 inches; wing 
By, 5 tail 334,5 bil at feont 6, ; tarsus 54. 

This bird is one of exceedingly limited geographical distri- 
bution. I have only met with it frem the Eastern Ghity west 
of Nellore, whenea it wes brought me by some Shikarees. It 
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probably may extend slong this range South to Royacottah, and 
Northwards along the hills towards Goomsoor, but, as yet, I 
believe, specimens have not been obtained from any other 
locality. Bonaparte in his Conspectus states that it very closely 
resembles I. leucogrammicus, Miiller, from Sumatra, but is larger, 
and has the throat yellow, which the other has not. 

Other species apparently belonging to the present group are 
Jlavescens, Blyth, from the Khasia hills and Arrakan, very close to 
jlaveolus ; I. iristis, Blyth, from Arracan; J. Blanfordi, Jerdon, 
(familiaris, Blyth) very abundant at Thayetmyo; J piumosus, 
Brand; J. brunneus, Bl., from Malacca; J tigus, Mill, from 

Sumatra, and other species from the Islands of Malayana. 


Gen. Kevaartta, Blyth. 

Char.—Bill short, wide, tolerably curved, strongly notched ; ric- 
tal bristles feeble; tarsus somewhat long. 

This form is distinguished by having a longer tarsus than any 
member of the family. It at present consists of but a single 
species; but Pyc. Sinensis .is very closely allied to, if indeed it 
does not belong to it, chiefly differing in its shorter tarsus. 


454. Kelaartia penicillata, Burrs, 
JERDON, Suppl. ,Cat. 70 bis. 


THE YELLOW-EARED BuLBOL. 


Deser.—Head above brown ; the feathers scale-like ; a white spot 
at the base of the upper mandible, not extending over the eyes; 
lores, under the eye, and the ear-coverts dusky blackish, paling 
posteriorly; behind the eye a tuft of lengthened, lanceolate, 
bright yellow feathers; upper plumage olive-green, with the inner 
webs of the quills and tail feathers dusky brown; beneath, the chin 
white, the rest of the lower parts olivaceous yellow, clearer.on the 
abdomen and under tail-coverts, and olivaceous on the sides of the 
breast and flanks. 

Length 7 inches ; wing 3}; tail 3; bill at front 1% ; tarsus §. 

I believe that this Ceylon bird is identical with one procured 
by me from the Mysore country, below the Neilgherries, - which 
was accidentally destroyed before I had taken description; but 
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l had a coleured sketch drawn, from which I briefly described 
it in my Supplement Cat. Birds. 


The succeeding group of Bulbuls differ somewhat from the pre- 
ceding ones in their generally smaller size, more slender bills, 
somewhat more rounded tails, and also in a more marked form of 
coloration. They are mostly Malayan forms, Southern India 

ossessing two, representing different types; and Northern India, 
including Assam and Burmah, three. 

The first genus comprises two species from India, one from 
Northern India, the other from the South. Blyth named one of these 
Rubigula; Cabanis subsequently Sphagias; and Hodgson clasaed 
the northern one under his genus Alcurus ; but it does not correspond 
with the type of that genus, and both forms I think may safely 
be classed together. 


Genus. Rusieuta, Blyth. 

Syn. Sphagias, Cab. 

Char.—Bill rather short, moderately stout; rictal bristles small 
or moderate ; tail slightly rounded, or almost even; head black, 
more or less crested; the feather of the back loose and decomposed ; 
irides yellow. 


455. Rubigula gularis, Gouxp. 
Brachypus, apud Gourp, P. Z. S., 1835—Biyrx, Cat. 1277— 
Horsr., Cat. 368—Brachypus rubineus, JERDON, Cat. 69, and Ill. 
Ind. Orn. pl. 37. 


Tae Rusy-THROATED BULBUL. 

Descr.—Head and cheeks pure glossy black; plumage above 
yellowish olive-green; a small chin spot black; throat beautiful 
shining ruby-red, the feathers much divided and somewhat bristly ; 
the rest of the plumage beneath bright yellow; quills with a tinge 
of dusky on the inner webs. 

Bill black ; lege greenish duaky ; irides light yellow. Length 64 
inches ; wing 3; tall 24;. tarsus rather more than } inch; bill at 
froutg. 

This pretty species is found only in the forests of Malabar, 
extending from Travancore to North Canara, It is found from 
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the level of the sea nearly to about 2,U00 feet of ‘elevation. * It is 
not common, frequents the more open spots snd ‘glades in thick 
jungle, ond is usually found in the neighbourhood of water. It 
lives'in small families, is sprightly and active, hopping about the 
smaller branches of trees, and uttering now and they its pleasant 
twitter, much in the manner of the crested Bulbuls. Its food 
consists chiefly of fruits and berries. " 

A very closely allied species is the Jzos dispar of Horafield, 
Temm., Pl. col. 187; and another has lately been procured in 
Ceylon, R. aberrans, Blyth. 

The next species has the head conspicuously crested, and the 
bill is shorter than in the foregoing; but it has a general similarity 
of character and plumage, and the irides of both (which is unusual 
in this family ) are pale yellow. 


456. Rubigula flaviventris, Ticxsxt. 


Vanga, apud Ticket, J. A. S.,2—Bxiyru, Cat. 1275—Horer., 
Cat. 371—Brachypus melanocephalus, Gray, Harpw., IIL Ind. 
Zool, 2, pl. 35, f. 1.—Br. plumifera, Goutp—Zurd bulbul, H.— 
Pahariya kangdhara, at Goruckpore—Mancliph-kur, Lepch. 


Tue Buaock-cresteD YELLOW-BULBUL. 

Descr.—Above olive-green, beneath yellow, with a greenish 
tinge, strongest on the breast; head ( with a long slender erectile 
crest ), cheeks, and throat, glossy black; primaries within dusxy 
black; the tail brown, the feathers edged with green on the outer 
webs. . 

Bill black; legs dark horn; irides pale yellow. Length nearly 
8 inches; wing 3}; tail 34; bill at front}; tarsus .%. 

This Bulbul is found in the Himalayas from Nepal to Bootan, 
extending into Assam, Arrakan, and Burmah; also in the forests 
of Central India, where it was procured by Tickell. I found it in 
Sikhim in the warm valleys from 1,200 feet to 3,000, most abundant 
in the lower elevations, as on the banks of the Rungeet. It associates 
in small flocks, is lively and active, and hasthe usual twittering 
notes of this family. It feeds chiefly on fruits. 

An allied species is 7 bimaculatus, Lesson, from Java, with 
the cheeks orange-red. 
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I¢ i fn thie group that we find an approach to the color of the 
common Bulbuls of India, Hematornis and Pycnronotus, as in no 
other.genus is there any red tint. 

Gen. BracHypoptvs, Blyth. 


Char.—Bill somewhat as in Rubigula, short, rather deep at tho 
base, but the rictal bristles more feeble; tail more or less 
rounded. 

This form is chiefly developed in Malayana, only one species 
from Southern India, and one from Tipperal, occurring else- 
where. , 


457. Brachypodius poiocephalus, Jervon. 


Brachypus, apud Jerpon, Cat. 70—Ill. Ind. Orn, pl. 31— 
Buys, Cat. 1282. 


Tne GRAY-HEADED BULBUL. 


Descr.—Crown of head, occiput and throat, bluish gray; fore- 
head siskin green; back, wings, and plumage beneath, oil-green, 
lighter towards the vent; feathers of the rump light yellowish 
green, broadly streaked with black; tail with’ the centre feathers 
greenish, broadly edged with gray, lateral feathers black, also gray- 
edged ; under tail-coverts light gray. 

Bill greenish horn; legs reddish yellow ; irides bluish white. 
Length about 7 inches; extent 9; wing 3 ; tail 2,5; tarsus } inch; 
bill at front 1/3. 

The Gray-headed Bulbul is confined to the forests of the 
-Malabar Coast, extending from Travancore to Honore. It is found 
_ from near the sea level to about 2,000 feet or so of elevation, living 

in small families, and feeding chiefly on stony fruit. The plumage 
‘of the back and rump is very copious'and puffy, recalling the 
structure of Jora, and, like that bird, the present has whitish 
irides, which are rare in this, or indeed in any group. 

A species with very similar markings, Brachypus eutilotus, from 
Malacca, is figured by Jardine and Selby; and of this Gray makes 
his sub-genus, Euptilotus, to which perhaps the present species 
would appertain 
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Other species of Brachypodiue are found in the Malay countries 
and Burmah, viz. 2B. melanocephalus, Gmelin, from Burmah, 
and another allied species froin Malacca, probably Jzos metallicus 
of Eyton (which two have much the coloration of the Orioles); 
Izos squamatus Temm., and J. chalcocephalus, Temm., from Java and 
Malacca; B. cinereoventris, Blyth, from the Tipperaa hills ; Ieidia 
cyaniventer, Blyth, from Malacca, and J. poliopsis, of Bonaparte’s 
Conspectus. Near here branches off Microtarsus, with black plu- 
mage, a long and slender bill, and well rounded tail, comprising 
two species from Malacca. 

We have next two forms, the most common of all the Bulbuls, 
and also with extensive distribution, one or more being found 
in every part of India Proper, Assam, and Burmah. Both forms 
have the under tail-coverts bright red in most, yellow in a few, 
and one group has in addition a crimson cheek stripe. 

The first group has been named Otocompsa by Cabanis. It was 
founded apparently on P. jocosus, and includes the two ycllow- 
vented crested Bulbuls, whose markings are similar to the first 
named species. 

Gen. Orocompsa, Cabanis. 


Char.—Bill short or moderate, slightly curved; rictus bristled ; 
the head black, with an erectile pointed crest; the upper plumage 
brown und the under tail-coverts yellow or red. 


Ist. with the lower tail-coverts yellow. 


458. Otocompsa leucogenys, Gray. 

Brachypus, apud Gray, Harpw. Ill. Ind. Zool. 2, pl. 35, 
f. 3—Buiytu, Cat. 1266—Housr., Cat. 360—Ix. plumigerus, 
Larresn.—Manglio-kur or Mancliph-kur, Lepch.—Kangdhara, 
Beng. 

Tae W8HITE-CHEEKED CrESTED-BULBUL. 

Deser.—Top of head and nape hair brown, the feathers long 
and forming an erectile occipital crest; a faint white supercilium, 
only reaching the middle of the eye; lores, and round the eyes, 
black ; ear-coverts white; plumage above pale earthy-brown, the 


‘PYCNONOTINZ. 51 


quills somewhat darker brown; tail brown at the base, black for 
the terminal half, with a white tip; chin and throat blackish 
brown, this colour extonding round to the back of the ears; 
breast and lower parts pale whity-brown, more albescent on the 
middle of the abdomen; under tail-coverts bright yellow. 

Bill black; legs plumbeous; irides brown. Length nearly 
8 inches; extent 11; wing 3§; tail 34; bill at front $; tarsus ,%. 

The White-cheeked Bulbul is found throughout the whole extent 
of the Himalayas, from Cashmere to Bootan. It is most abundant, 
in Sikhim, from about 2,500 to 5,000 feet of elevation. It feeds 
both on seeds, fruits, and insects. Hutton found the nest neatly 
made with stalks and grass, and containing three or four eggs, 
rosy or purplish white, with specks and spots of dark purple 
or claret. 


459. Otocompsa leucotis, Gov. 


Txos, apud Goutp, P. Z. S., 1836—Btytu, Cat. 1265—Horsr., 
Cat. 359—Kangdhara, Beng.—Kushandra, or Kushanbra of the 
Punjab—Bhovreo of Sindh. 


THe WHITE-EARED CRESTED-BULBUL. 


Deser.—Whole head and neck black, passing into rich brown 
on the neck; ear-coverts, and a patch below them, white, edg- 
ed black ; upper plumage earthy brown; tail brown at the base, the 
terminal half blackish brown, with the edges while, most broadly 
so on the outer feathers; beneath, from the breast, whity-brown; 
the under tail-coverts rich saffron-yellow. 

Length 7 inches; wing 34; tail 3}; bill at front 2; tarsus 2. 
This species has the tail slightly rounded, the bill is rather short, 
deep, and strong, and in these points it makes approach to Pyc. 
sinensis, V., p. 86. 

This Bulbul is found in the Punjab, extending down the Indus 
and Sutlej, through Ferozepore and Bhawulpore, into Sindh and 
Guzrat.' Nothing is recorded of its habits, 

Inos tympanistrigus, Miill., of Bonaparte’s Conspect., may 
perhaps belong to thg present group; as does certainly chrysor- 
hetus, Latham, from Java, figured in Brown's ill. Zool, 


52 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


460. Otocompsa jocosa, Liv. 


Lanius, apud Linnaus—L. Emeria, Saaw—BuytH, Cat. 1260 
—Horsr., Cat. 354—Jervon, Cat. 77—Srxes, Cat. 70—Ix. 
monticolus, McLell., P. Z. S., 1839—I. pyrrhotis, Hopss.—Kanera 
bulbul, H. in the north —Phari-bulbul, H. in the south—Kara 
bulbul, and Sipahi bulbul, Bong.— Turaka pigli-pitta, Tel. 


Tue ReED-WHISKERED BULBUL. 


Deacr.—Head, with crest, black; ear-coverts white, with a tuft 
of glossy hair-like crimson feathers over the ears, and reaching 
beyond them; a narrow line of black borders the ear-coverts 
heneath ; plumage above light hair-brown, darker on the quills and 
on the tail, especially towards the tip, which is white on all, except 
the central feathers, but only on the inner web, except on the 
outermost pair; beneath, from the chin, white, the sides of the 
breast dark-brown, forming an interrupted gorget. 

_ Length 8 inches; extent 11; wing 3}; tail 3,%; tarsus ;% ; 
bill at front 3. 

The Red-whiskered or Hill-bulbul is found throughout India, but 
often affects particular localities. As a general rule it is most 
common in jungly and well-wooded districts. In the Carnatic it is 
rare, found now and then in low jungle, and periodically visiting 
Madras and other wooded towns in large flocks. On the western 
coast it is more generally spread, but even there you may pass 
over considerable tracts of ground without seeing it. On the 
Neilgherries it is very abundant. It is rare in the central table 
land, tolerably common on the Northern Cirears, in Lower Bengal, 
and here and there throughout the Upper Provinces, extending to 
the Suk-Himalayan range; but not apparently ascending the hills 
to any height, as it does in the South. Out of gur province it is 
found in Assam and Arrakan. It is a most lively and active bird, 
always on the move, and warbling its pleasant chirruping notes, 
which are more agreeable than those of the next species. Its flight 
is steady, but not very rapid, and its crest is always raised the 
moment it alights. I have frequently had itspest and eggs brought 
me on the Neilgherries, The nest was very neatly made, deep, cup- 
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shaped, of moss, lichens, and small roots, lined with hair and down. 
The eggs are barely distinguishable from those of the next bird, 
being reddish white with spots of purplish or lake-red all over, larger 
at the thick end. It lives chiefly on fruit and secds, on the Neil- 
gherries, robbing the gardens of peas, strawberries, &c.; now and 
then it takes insects; and I have seen it come to the ground to 
secure them, 

An affined race or species is found in Burmah and Malayana, 
which differs in having the red whiskers shorter, truncated, and 
of a much deeper.crimson colour. It only reaches the basal third 
of the white ear-coverts, whilst, in the Indian bird, it measures § 
of an inch or more, and passes beyond the ear-coverts. 

Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, applies the name of Linnzus to 
the race of Burmah and China; and to the Indian species Hodg- 
son’s naine pyrrholis; he has also third species, erythrotis, Bonap., 
from Java. McLelland’s Zz. monticolus, which I procured from 
the Khasia hills, does not appear to me'to differ from the Indian 
race, 

_ Gen. Pycroyotus, Kuhl. 

Syn. Hematornis partly, Swainson. , 

Char.—Bill moderately long, strong, tolerably curved, with 
strongish rictal bristles; legs and feet stout; tail barely rounded, 
almost square ; under tail-coverts red. 

With Gray, I have kept the genus Pycnonotus for the common 
Bulbuls of India. These differ from the last in their darker plu- 
mage, and in the want of the pointed crest, 

One of the following species is to be seen in every part of India, 
and a nearly allied race in Burmah, and the Malayan provinces. 


AGL. Pycnonotus pyge#us, Hopason. 


Horsr., Cat. 239—P. Bengalensis, Brrr, Cat. 1261—P. 
cafer of India, auctorum—Balbul, Hind.—Xala dulbul, Beng.— 
Mancliph-pho; Lepch.—Pakiom, Bhot. 


Tax Common Benoa Buravt. 


. -WDasor—Head, nape, hind neck, chin, throat, and breast, glossy 
black ; ear-coverts glossy hair brown; from. the hind neck dark 
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smoky brown, edged with ashy, which is the colour of the rump; 
the upper tail-coverts whites, tait brownish-black, tipped with 
white, except the central pair; wings as the back; the shoulders 
and wing-coverts, edged with whitish ; below, from the breast, dark 
bréwn, edged with ashy, passing to ashy ov the lower abdomen; 
vent, and under tail-coverts rich crimson. 

Length 8} inches; extent 124; wing 34; tail 3}; bill at front 
&; tarsus %. Bill black; legs dark brown; irides deep brown. 

The Bengal Bulbul is found throughout Lower Bengal, and the 
Upper Provinces, extending to the Himalayas*on the north, and 
south to Midnapore, and the jungles stretching thence to Central 
India, north of the Nerbudda river. It is doubtful if it is found 
in Rajpootana and the Punjab. It is also found in Assam; but 
in Southern Burmah it is replaced by a nearly aftined race, 
P. nigropileus, Blyth. 

This bird, whose habits and manners precisely resemble those 
of the next, ascends the Himalayas, at Darjeeling, to 7,000 feet, at 
least, being common in the station; whilst our Southern species 
is not found beyond Kotagherry and Coonoor, 6,000 feet high, on 
the Neilgherries, 


462. Pycnonotus hsemorhous, GmeE.in. 


Muscicapa, apud Gmenin—Biyta, Cat. 1262—Horsr., Cat. 
356—Ixos Cafer, apud Syxes, Cat. 71—Hamatornis ¢afer, 
Jurp., Cat. 76—H. pusillus, and psendo-cafer, BuyTu (olim)— 
Brown, Ill Zool., pl. 31, f. 1—Bulbul, Hind—Tonki bdulbul, 
Beng. —FPigli-pitta, Tel.—onda-lati, Tam. 


THe Common Mapras BULBUL. 


Deser.—Head, chin and throat, black; nape and back smoky 
brown, more or less edged paler, and the pale edging often extends 
to the darker feathers of the hind head and nape, giving it 
a speckled appearance; rump somewhet cinerascent; upper tail- 
coverts white ; beneath, from the top of the breast, brown, edged 
with ash, paling posteriorly, and becoming albescent on the lower 


abdomen and vent; under tail-coverts crimson; wings and tail 
as in the last. 
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Bill black; legs greenish slaty; irides deep brown. Length 
about 8 inches; extent 11; wing B43 tail 335; tarsus 8; ; bill 
at front ,%. ; 

It differs from the Bengal Bulbul in only having the head black, 
the nape being of the same colour as the back; also in the bidbk 
of the lower parts only reaching the upper part of the breast, 
whilst in the Bengal one the whole breast is black. It is also 
decidedly a smaller bird. . 

This is one the of most common and generally spread birds in 
the South of India. It extends throughout the southern part of 
the Peninsula to, the Nerbudda river, and beyond it, apparently, 
in the North-west. A specimen from Wuzeerabad, in the Punjab, 
resembles this species in haying only a black cap, but the wing is 
longer ; itis altogether e larger bird, and the ear-coverts are shining 
dark brown, not so conspicuous as in the Bengal bird, more so than 
in the Madras species. The plumage, too, is generally lighter, 
and more deeply edged pale. This may be a hybrid between the 
two races, but it is probably a distinct race, and will perhaps 
be found to be the common species throughout the Punjab and 
other parts of the North-Western Provinces, but I do not like to 
give it a distinct specific rank at present on the faith of one speci- 
man. I see, however, that Lord A. Hay considered it distinct, 
and suggested for it the name of P. intermedius. Mr. Blyth 
moreover states that our present bird is also found in Arrakan, 
and one specimen from thence, in the Asiatic Society's Museum, 
certainly very closely resembles the species from Southern India ; 
but two others, one from Arrakan and another from Tonghoo, 
have the decidedly brown ears of the Bengal species, and are 
more probably a peculiar race, replaced in the South of Burmah by 
P. nigropileus. 

It frequents gardens and cultivated ground, and low bushy jungle, 
but is never found in forests, and it ascends the Neilgherries to 
about 6,000 feet. only. It is usually seen in pairs, or in small 
families, flying briakly about, restless and inquisitive, feeding 
chiefly on fruits, but occasionally descending to the ground, and 
even hopping a step ortwo and picking up insects.” It destroys 
various buds and blossoms also, and is very destructive to peas, 
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strawberries, brazil chetries ( Physatis perwvtant), and-dther soft 
fruit. Ite note, which it is frequently uttering, is an unrpusical 
rather harsh chirrup, It has at times, however, a sweeter sfate, 
and it is said to be able to imitate the motes of other birds -when 
cafed. Ks flight is direct, performed by a continued quick flap- 
ping of the wings. It breeds from’ June to September sccoxds 
ing to the locality. The nest is rather neat cup-shaped, made of 
roots and grass, lined with hair, fibres, and spiders’ webs, placed 
at no great height in a shrub or hedge. The eggs are pale-pinkish, 
with spots of darker lake-red, most crowded at the thick end. 
Burgess describes them as rich madder colour, spotted and blotched 
with gray and madder-brown; Layard, as pale cream, with darker 
markings. 

The Bulbul is very commonly caged in various parts of the 
country, and in the Carnatic it is kept for fighting, being held on 
the finger with a cord attached. They fight sometimes with great 
spirit, often, I am assured, seizing their antagonist by the red fea- 
thers, and endeavouring to pull them out. °When excited they often 
spread out these feathers laterally, so as to be seen even from above. 

Besides P. nigropileus, and the races already alluded to, there is 
one, P. atricapillus from China. Two species of Bulbul placed by 
Pr. Bonaparte under Tricophorus, viz., T. pulverulentus, and 
T. striolatus, S. Miiller, both from Sumatra, appear, by their dingy 
coloration, either to belong to the present genus, or to be links 
uniting it to some of the other forms. 

Of non-Asiatic Brachypodine, we have Andropadus with three 
or four species, and Tricophorus and Izos, with many species from 
Africa. Of the last genus there are several from Northern Africa, 
one of which, £ obscurus, has been killed in Spain; and J. arsinoe 
and J. vallumbrose have been procured, respectively, ia Arabia 
and Palestine. 

Sub-Fam. PoyLLornitTHIn», 

Bill slightly lengthened, more or less curved, of variable 
strength ; wings moderate ; tail short ; tarsus and feet short, stout. 
OF a beautiful grass green colour, more or less adorned with 
various glistening blue patches on the throat and shoulder of the 
wings, 
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This itp taal: piety of very *prétty birds found in India, 
Purreph; and Maisyetis, the species being, as usual, rather locally 
dinfkibitted~ Bonaparte places this sub-family among the Mellipha- 
gide.> Gray eled places Phyllorgs at the end of the Meiliphagide, 
and Blyth considers that it is allied to that family (though not 
#o-nearly’es are the Orioles); but; in his Catalogue, places it and 
Zora his sub-family Phyllornine of the Pycnonotide, with which 
views Ientirely agree. Their general structure and habits are quite 
like those of the short-footed Thrushes in general, and their 
geographit distribution coincides with that of the present family. 


The birds, however, as a rule, are more insectivorous than the 
true Bulbuls. 


Gen.. PHYLLOENIS, Boie. 


Syn. Chloropsis, Jard. and Selby. 

Char.—Bill moderate or rather long ; culmen keeled, and more 
or less curved; tip bent down and notched; nostrils basal, leng- 
thened; wings moderataly long, with the 4th and 5th quills sub- 
equal, but the 4th longest; tail moderate or rather short, even ; 
tarsus short, smooth. 


The bill in this genus is of very variable strength and curvature. 
The plumage of all is bright grass-green, varied with blue and 
yellow markings ubout the head and neck. In one or more 
species the wings are fine blue, showiny an approximation towards 
Zrena, There are four species found in our provincc. two in 
Southern, and two in Northern India. 


463. Phyllornis Jerdoni, Bryru. 

J. A. §., XIL, 392—Buyru, Cat. 1287—Horsr., Cat. 396— 
JeRDON, Il}. Ind. Orn., pl. 43—Chloropsis caesmarhynchos, apud 
TickELL—Chl. cochinsinensis, apud JERDON, Cat. 72—Harrewa, 
H.— Wanna bojanum, Tel. ¢. ¢., Ornament of the forest. 


THe Common Green BuLRUL. 

Beser.—Male, pale‘ grass-green, shoulder patch pale shining blue, 
quills dusky internally; chin, throat and gorge, deep black, surround- 
ed by s greenish yellow band, which extends through the eyes to 
the forehead; maxillary streak hyacinth blue, short. The female 
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has the parts that are black in the male light bluish green, surround- 
ed by the yellowish band, and the maxillary streak light azure. 

Bill dusky; legs plumbeous : indes light brown. Length 74 
inches; wing 34; tail 245 dillgat front barely $y; tarsus not 
quite 5°. 

P. cochinchinensis, with which this species was for long con- 
founded, differs in being a smaller bird; in having more yellow 
on the forehead and breast; in the maxillary streak being still 
shorter, &c., &c. : i 

This Green Bulbul, is spread over great part of the continent 
of India, not extending however to Lower Benga), or to the sub- 
“Himalayan, forests. It is extremely common in all the Western 
provinces, and in the jungles of the Eastern Ghits; but is more 
rare in the open country of the Carnatic, Mysore, and Hydrabad. 
It is found in Central India at Mhow, Saugor, &., and through 
the vast jungles of Chota Nagpore up to Midnapore. It is usually 
met with in pairs, sometimes in small parties, flitting about the 
extreme branches of trees, examining th@leaves for varioue insects, 
in pursuit of which it occasionally takes a short flight of a foot or 
two, or searching for some suitable fruit. It has various notes ; 
its usual call being, as Mr. Blyth remarks, not unlike that of the 
King-crow (Dicrurus macrocercus), though softened down and 
mellowed ; ani, at times, it has a very pretty song. Tickell says 
“it is an excellent mocker, and imitates the notes of almost 
, every small bird of the country.” I have seen the nest only once. 
It was neatiy but slightly made, cup-shaped, composed chiefly 
of fine grass, with some hairs, and was placed near the extremity 
of a branch, one or two of the nearest leaves being brought down 
and loosely fixed to in It contained two eggs, white, with a fen 
cluret-coloured blotehes. Layard also found the nest in Ceylor 
“with four eggs, white, thickly mottled at the obtuse end witl 
purplish spots.” 


464. Phyllornis Malabaricus, Laruam. 


Turdus, apud LarHam—Buytu, Cat. 1286—Chl. aurifrons, 
apud Sykes, Cat. 131—Jerpon, Cat. 71—Chlor. Malabaricus, 
JERDON, 2nd Suppl. Cat., page 124, 
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Tos Matapar Green BuLset. 


Deser.—Male bright grass-green; forehead golden-yellow; chin 
and throat black, with ‘a srfall blue moustachial streak; flexure 
of the wing verdigris blue. 

The female wants the golden forehead of the male, and has tlfe 
black gorget and blue maxillary streak somewhat smaller. 

Bill dusky blackish; legs plumbeous; inides light yellowish- 
brown. Length nearly 8 inches; extent 11; wing 3}; tail 3; bill 
at front 2; tarsus 7. Female a little smaller. | 

This species is found most abuflantly in the forests of Mala- 
bar, in Wynaad, Coorg, and on the sides of the Neilgherries, up 
to abovt 4,000 feet of elevation. It is also found, though rurely, 
on the Eastern Ghats, dnd in some of the forests of Central India. 
Like the last it is seen in pairs, or small parties, hopping and flying 
actively about the branches of trees, and lives both on fiuits and 
insects, chiefly the latter. 


465. Phyllornis aurifrons, Tem. 


Pl. col. 484, f. 1—Buytn, Cat. 1285—Tonsr., Cat. 395— 
Chl. Malabaricus, apud Jarp. and S).LBy, Ill. O:n., pl. 5—Subz- 
harewa, Nepal—Hurrila, Beng.—Skalem-pho, Lepch. 

* 


Tue GOLD-FRONTED GRrEV BuLBut. 

Deser.—Male, green, paler beneath, with the flexure of the 
wings verdigris blue ; forehead and front of crown, brilhant golden 
orange, the feathers rigid and glistening; the throat wholly 
shining smalt-blue ; fore-neck blgck, surrounded by a yellow zone ; 
wings and tail beneath dusky-gray. 

The female has the black of the neck of smaller extent, and 
wants the golden forehead. 

Bill black; legs greenish plumbeous; feet dusky blue; irides 
brown. Length 8 inches; extent 12; wing 3§; tail 23; bill at 
front #; tarsus §. 

This species is found in all the sub-Himalayan region, from 
Dehra Doon into Sikhim ; also in Lower Bengal and Midnapore, and 
it ‘extends into Assam, Arrakan; and Burmah. It is offen caged 
in Caloutia, many being brought to Monghyr from the Nepal 
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Terai. I procured it in Sikhim up to 4,000 feet or so. It has 
a sweet song, and, like the others, when caged, is quite a mocking 
bird. 


.466. Phyllornis Hardwickii, Jaxp. and Szxsy. 


. ‘Chloropsis, apud Jap, and Setpy—Biy7x, Cat. 1284Honraw., 
Cat. 394—O. curvirostris, Swarns.—C. chrysogaster, MOLELL., 
P. Z. §., 1839—C. auriventris, GuERIN, Mag. Zool. 1840, pl. 17-— 
C. cyanopterus, Hopas.—Saklem-pho, Lepch. 


Tae Buvue-wincep GREEN BuLBUL. 

Descr.—Male above green; the head and neck tinged with 
yellowish, and a brilliant smalt-blue moustachial streak ; shoulder 
of the wings verdigris blue; wings and fail fine violet or purplo; 
throat and fore-neck black, passing into glossy dark-purple on the 
breast; abdomen rich orange saflron, 

Females want the black neck and throat; the moustachial streak 
is less vivid, and the lower parts are more mixed with green. 

Bill black ; legs plumbeous ; irides light brown. Length 8 inches; 
extent 12; wing 33; tail 3; bill at front 44; tarsus 3. 

This beautiful bird is found in the South-East Himalayas, from 
Nepal to Bootan, spreading south to the hill ranges of Assum 
Sylhet, and Arrakan. In Sikhim I found it from 2,000 feet 
upwards, most common about 4,000 feet. It has a fine song, and 
the usual habits of its genus. 

Several other species of Phyllornis are found in Malayana and 
the eastern island, viz, P. Cochinsinensis, already alluded to; tctero- 
cephalus, Temm., P. C. 512, 2, very closely allied to the last, and 
both having, like Hardwickii, blue wings and tail; cyanepogon of 
Malacca; and Sonneratii, J. and S., also from Malacca and the 
iglands, the largest “of the group, and with the bill proportionally 
strong and curved. Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, gives two ad- 
ditiopal species, media, Miill., like Sonneratii, but with the bill 
smaller; and venusta, Temm., both from Sumatra. " 

The next genus, ora, has been considered rather an isolated 
form, although its relationship to the Bulbuls had been allowed by 
many ; but the discovery of a fine and large species of this penns, 
with undoubted affinities for Phyllornis, has settled conclusively 
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its place along with that genus as a group of the Brachypodine 
Thrashes. ora is one of those forms that has certain sffinities 
both of structure and habits for some of the Parine and Leiotri- 
chine groups. Bonaparte classes it along with Phyllornis, but as- 
sociates with them Vuhina and Zostervps, which I prefer placing 
with the Leiotrichina, albeit there is a considerable resemblance 
to those genera, and more especially to Erpornis, another member 
of the same famfly. But the still closer affinities for Phyllornts, 
shewn in Jora Lafresnayii, the nest and the color of the eggs, 
which are those of-the Bulbuls, have determined me to place 
it here, 
Gen. Iona, Horsf. 

Syn. Cgithina Vieill. 

Char.—Bill moderate or rather long, somewhat compressed, 
very slightly curving ; culmen rounded, slightly hooked at the tip, 
and notched ; rictal bristles almost wanting; nostrils apert; wings 
tather short, with 4th, 5th, and 6th quills subequal and longest ; 
secondaries long, nearly equal to the primaries; tail even, short; 
tarsus rather short with scales divided; toes short; middle toe 
very little longer than the outer, which is slightly syndactyle ; claws 
slightly curved ; hind toe shorter than the middle toe. 


467. Iora Zeylonica, Gmexi. 

Motacilla, apud GmeL.—Burtn, Cat. 1291—Horsr., Cat. 
409—Brown, Ill. Zool., pl. 15 f. 2—I. melaceps, Swains.—I. 
typhia, apud Jernon, Cat. 73—Shoubiga or Shoubhigi, Hind.— 
Patsu-jitta, Tel. and Pacha-pora, Tam.; both names meaning 
green-bird. 

Tue BLack-HEADED GREEN BuULBuL. 
, Deser.—Male in full plumage, with the head, back, wings, and 
tail; deep black; the former with two white bars, caused by 
the tips of the greater coverts; scapulars also partly white; 
the tail tipped with yellowish white; beneath bright yellw; 
abdomen and lower tail-coverts pale yellow; the flanks have a 


tuft of white silky feathers, and the base of the clothing feathers 
igmostly white. 
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In non-breeding plumage, and in males not fully adult, the 
‘lack of the upper pluthage is less in extent, and more mixed 
with green; the white of the quills are faintly edged wijp pale 
yellow externally, and the innermost ones are white internally, 
near the tip ; and the pale tips to the tail feathers are more distinct. 
I believe that the black plumage is mostly seasonal, and that 
the change takes place either by a partial moult, or by a change 
in the feathers. One specimen in the Muscum} Asiatic Society, 
from Southern India, has the central tail feathers partly green and 
partly black. In the cold weather we generally find the males 
having more or less green mixed with the black. , 

‘The female is entirely grass-green above, pale yellow beneath; 
the wings blackish, with whitish bars and yellow edges; and the 
tail green, pale tipped. 

Bill light plumbeous, darker on the ridge; irides greyish white ; 
legs dusky plumbeous. Length 5} inches; extent &; wing 
24; tail 2; bill at front 3; tarsus §. 

This is one of the most common birds in Southern India. It 
extends up to 16° or 17° N. L. if not further, and it is possible 
that it may be met with in the N. W. Provinces, for Blyth gives 
one, though with a query, from Dehra Doon. In Bengal and in 
the north of India generally, it is replaced by the next species. 

It may be secn in ulmost every garden in the south of India. Its 
habits ure more active and restless than those of any other member 

. of this family, being much like those of the Tits. It may be seen 
diligently and curefully searching the smaller branche8 and twigs 
of trees, climbing actively among them, poring under the leaves, 
and occasionally clinging like a titmouse from a slender ty; all 
the while keeping up a loud warbling strain, or alow quegalons 
sort of note, very different from cach other. It is net confined to 
cultivated ground, but is also a denizen of the open-spaang pf 
jungles. Its fight is performed by a succession of quick vibragings 
of the wing, and causes a loud whirring sound. _Its food consists 
of various insects and larve, spiders, &c. 

The male, at the breeding season, now and then takes a short 
flight from one tree to another, slowly, and in a fluttering manner, 
with his black tail spread, and the white feathers of the flanks . 
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puffed outwards and upwards, so as to give the appearance of a 
pure white zump. I have seen the nest and eggs on several 
occasions. The nest is deep, cup-shaped, very neatly made with 
grass, various fibres, hairs, and spiders’ web; and the eggs, two or 
three in number, are reddish white with numerous darker red spots, 
chiefly at the thicker end. It breeds in the South of India in 
August and September; perhaps however twice a year. Burgess, 
speaking of its Mtes, says “ truly, it has a wonderful power of voice; 
atone moment uttering alow plaintive cry, at the next a shrill 
whistle.” Layard, too, who observed it in Ceylon, states that “the 
note is a clear bell-like ‘whistle, which may be imitated on an 
octave flute.” One of its notes, the low plaintive one, is not unlike 
the word ‘Chee-too,’ the last syllable much lengthened out, which 
Horstteld gives as the note of its Malayan congener. It is said by 
the natives of the south of India to repeat the word ‘' Shoubhiga, 
* Shoubhiga,” before rain. 
468. Iora typhia, Liv. 

Motacilla, apud Liynazus—Biytx, Cat. 1293—Horsr., Cat. 
408—Sykes, Cat. 74—Mot. sub-viridis, TickeLL—Chah-tuk, 
Beng.—Taphika, or Fatickja tonjik, also, Beng. 


Tax WHITE-WINGED GREEN BULBUL. 

Descr.—Male, above olive-green, beneath yellow ; wings black, 
faintly edged with yellow; greater coverts broadly tipped with 
white : scapulars also partly white; tail black. The female has- 
the tail concolorous with the body, but age: mfuscsted, and 
the wings paler than in the male. 

Bilgond legs pale bluish brown; eyes light Ll Length 54 
inches; wing 2g; tail 2; bill at front ;%. 

This species of Jora is found in Nepal, Bengal, Central India, 
Aagim, Arrakan, and the Malayan Peninsula. Horsfield, in his 
Crmlogue, asserts that it is Col. Sykes’ species from the Deccan, 
and I believe that it was the especies common at Jaulnah, as it 
certainly was at Nagpore and Saugor. It differs in the want of 
black on the head and back, in the bill being slightly longer, ° 
in being altogether a larger bird; also in the color of the irides. 
Blyth however says that a dusky tinge is often observable on the 
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erown and back; and occasionally specimens are met with wRick 
have assumed more or less of the black. These perhaps may be 
hybrids, for males, colored exactly as birds from Southern Indis 
and Ceylon, are not met with in the North. The femalgs are 
barely distinguishable. . 

Another very closely affined species, Jora scapularis, is found in 
Java and the other islands; and a large species, of plain plumage, 
has lately been discovered in Arrakan, J. Lafr@hayit, Hartlaub, 
(innotata, Blyth), which, as before remarked, by its size, shape 
of bill, and other points, distinctly shows the relationship of this 
genus for Phyllornis. 

There are two other species recorded in Bonaparte s Conspectus, 
I. viridts, and I, virtdissima, Temm., the first from CARER, the 
other from Sumatra. 


Sub-fam. IrpNINz, Blue-birds. 


Bill stout, of moderate length, somewhat widened at the base ; 
culmen elevated, and slightly arching from the base; the tip not 
much hooked, but distinctly toothed ; nostrils partially concealed 
by short plumes; rictus with short but distinct bristles; wings 
moderate or rather long; 4th quill longest, 3rd nearly as long; 
tail moderate, even; feet with the tarsus very short; lateral toes 
very slightly unequal ; claws short, well curved. 

The fairy Blue-birds have been bandied about by various 
authors, and it is by no means agreed on even yet where their final 
resting place is tobe. Gray, most unfortunately as I Consider it, 
places them near the Drongo Shrikes, from some similarity in the 
bill. Others would place them in the Campephagina, but their 
strictly fruit-eating habits, though not entirely unknown jathat 
family, are still the exception to the usual habits. Swainson 
placed them, with more regard to both structure and habits, affigag 
the Orioles, and, in his Catalogue, Blyth placed it between 
Phyliornis and the Orioles; and I think that this is pretty nearly 
its true situation. The rich blue, glistering color of Irena is 
present, in more or less extent, in Phyllornis, and in few other 
Indian birds; the feet and wings are quite those of the Brachy- 
podine Thrushes, snd its full rich notes are those of the Orioles. 
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I was at one time inclined to class it as an aberrant form of 
Ampelide, not far from Cochoa ; and Bonaparte, in his Conspec- 
tus, places Jrena together with Cochoa in the Dicrurine, 
but next to the Orioles. Its much shorter legs and feet, and 
the less depressed bill, are, however, more those of the present 
family. 

Gen. Inpna, Iorsf. 


Char.—Those of the sub-family of which it is the sole genus. 


469. Irena puella, Lariam. 


Coracias, apud Latyam—Jerpon, Cat. 100—BiyTu, Cat. 
1295—Ilorsr., Cat. 420—I. Indica, A. May. 


Tur Farry Biur-sirn. 


Descr.—Male, the whole upper parts with the lower tail-coverts, 
brilliant glistening cobalt-bluec; wings, tail, and lower plumage, 
deep velvet black. 

The female is of a dull, slightly mottled, Antwerp-blue throughout. 

Bill and legs black; irides ruby-red. Length 10 inches; wing 
54; tail 4; tarsus 7;; bill at front 

This most luvcly plumaged bird is only found in our province in 
the dense and lofty forests of Malabar, from Travancore upwards to 
about N. L. 15°. It is also found in Assam, Arrakan, and Burmah ; 
but has not been procured in any of the sub-Himalayan toiests. It 
ascends mountain ranges up to 4,000 fect and upwards, and lives 
in small parties of five, six, or more, frequenting the loftiest trees 
near their summit, and wandering from tree to tree. It has a 
fine loud mellow warble, which it is constantly repeating, both when 
feeding and as it flies from one tree to another. It feeds chiefly 
on fruits of various kinds, but I dare say may take caterpillars 
occasionally. Mr. Ward obtained what he was informed was the 
nest and eggs; the nest was large, made of ivots and fibres and 
lined with moss ; anc the eggs, two in number, were pale greenish, 
much spotted with dusky. 

A race from Malayana differs in having the under tail-coverts 
reaching to the end o. the tail, whilst, in the Indian bird, they are 

oO 
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never less than 1} inch short of thé @il-tip. Lord A. Hay, 
thinking that the name puella of Latham applied to the Javanese 
bird, called our species J. indwa; but in Horsfield’s Catalogue 
it is mentioned by Moore that Latham’s bird came from India; 
consequently the Malayan race is without a name, and Moore 
accordingly named it J. malayensis, It is figured in Horsfield’s 
Zool. Res, in Java. 

A third species exists in J. cyanogastra, Vigors, fram the Phil- 
lipines, figured in Gray’s Genera of Birds. 


Sub-fam, ORI0LINz. 


Bill Thrush-like, rather long, strong, moderately broad at the 
base, slightly curving, tolerably hooked, and the tip distinctly 
notched ; @rings long, 3rd or 4th quill longest ; tail rather short, 
nearly even; tarsus short; feet small; lateral toes unequal, and 
the outer one syndactyle; claws well curved. 

The Orioles comprise a small number of genera, chiefly natives 
of the Old World and Australia. They may be said to be true 
Thrushes by their bills, with the legs of the short-footed Thrushes. 
‘The tongue is slightly cleft or pencilled at the tip. ‘heir food is 
fruit, and soft insects, such as caterpillars. They frequent woods 
and forests, and rarely or never descend to the ground. Van 
Hoeven places them with the Birds of Paradise; Blyth in 
the Melliphagide ; Cuvier, Gray, and Horsfield among the 
Thrushes. 


Gen. Ortotus, Linneus. 


Char.—Bill long, slightly broad at the base, somewhat curved 
on the culmen, which is keeled, slightly hooked at tip, distinctly 
notched ; nostrils basal and lateral, longitudinal, pierced in mem- 
brane, nearly apert; wings lengthened, Ist quill very short, 2nd a 
little shorter than the 3rd, which is longest; tail sub-even, with 
long coverts; tarsus short ; feet moderately strong ; anterior scales 
of tarsus divided; claws moderate, well curved. 

The true Orioles are confined to Asia, Africa, and Australis, 
one species extending to the South of Europe, and rarely straggling 
to England. They are almost uniformly of a yellow color, with 
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more or less black. Several species are found in India, and others 
in Melayana. They may be divided into four groups: Ist, Golden 
Orioles ; 2nd, Black-naped Orioles; 3rd, Black-headed Orioles ; 
4th, Maroon Orioles. 

Ist, Golden Orioles, (Galbulus of Bonaparte). 


470. Oriolus kundoo, Syxzs. 


Syxes, Cat. 60 (the young or female)—O galbula, apud Syxzs, 
Cat. 58—Buiytu, Cat. 130i—Horsr., Cat. 418—0O. aureus, apud 
Jerpon, Cat. 97—O. galbuloides, Goutp—Pilak, Hind. %. e., 
the yellow bird—Vanga-pandu, Tel.—Pawseh, Mahr.—Mango-bird 
of Europeans in India. 


Tae INDIAN ORIOLE. 


Deser.—Male, bright yellow; a black stripe from the base of 
the bill through the cyes for a short distance beyond ; wings black, 
with a yellow bar formed by the primary coverts and the tips 
and outer edves of the quills; tail with the central teathers black ; 
the next pair black with a broad yellow tip; and the others black 
at the base, and yellow for the greater part of their te:minal 
length. , 

Bill deep lake-red; legs plumbeous; jrides rich blood-red. 
Length 9} inches, wing 5}; tail 34; bill at front 1; tarsus 1. 

The young bird is yellowish-green above; the rump, vent, the 
inner webs of the tail feathers at their tips, and the sides of 
abdomen, bright yellow; wings olive-brown; body beneath 
whitish, with brown stripes ; bill black. 

The adult female differs from the male in a slightly 
greenish tint above. This Oriole differs from the European 
O. galbula, only in the black eye streak extending to the ear- 
coverts, in the wing being shorter, and the bill proportionally 
longer. It extends over the whole peninsula of India (except 
Lower Bengal) up to the base of the Himalayas. On the Malabar 
Coast it is perhaps not so common as O, melanocephalus. It does 
not occur in the countries to the east of the Bay of Bengal. In 
the South of India itis most abundant in the cold weather; in the 
-Decean, according to Sykes, in the hot weather just before the 
rains; and in Central India, during the rains, when it breeds; but 
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it isto be found, at all seasons, in every part of the country in 
small numbers. It prefers a well-wooded country, but not deep 
forests ; and lives in jarge groves of trees, gardens, and avenues. 
It chiefly feeds on fruit, especially on the figs of the Banian and 
Pakur, on Mulberries, &c., also occasionally on caterpillars, and 
other soft-bodied insects. [fs flight is strong, but undulating, 
with interrupted flappings. Its call is a loud mellow whistle, 
something resembling pee-ho ; and the voice of the European 
Oriole must be very similar, as it is given as puh-lo and biilow ; 
and the French name Loriot is said to be also given from its call. 

I have seen the nest several times, and I described one in my 
Illustration of Indian Ornithology, under O, indicus, as follows :— 
“Tt was a cup-shaped nest, slightly made with fine grass and 
roots, and suspended from a rather high branch by a few long fibies 
of grass; these did not surround the nest but only supported it on 
two sides. It contained three eggs, white, spotted, chiefly at the 
large end, with a very few large dark purple blotches.” I procured 
a nest at Saugor, from a high branch of a banian trec in cantonment. 
It was situated between the forks of a branch, made of fine roots 
and grass, with some hair and a feather or two internally, and 
suspended by a long, roll of cloth about } inch wide, whic] it 
must have pilferred from the neighbouring verandah, where the 
tailor: worked. This strip was wound round each fork, then 
passed round the nest beneath, fixed to the other fork and again 
brought round the nest, to the opposite side; there were four or 
five of these supports on each side. It was, indeed, a most curious 
nest, and so securely fixed that it could not have been removed till 
the supporting bands had been cut or rotted away. The eggs 
were, as before described, white, with a few dark claret-colored 
spots. Burgess describes a nest made of grass, spiders’ web, 
hemp, and pieces of paper, placed in the fork of a tree, and two of 
the branches were bound together with the hemp. Theobald 
also found the nest, a neat cup of woven grass, attached by its 
side to the bough of a tree, and he describes the eggs as white, 
with black spots. The only other species of Oriole of this section 
in Bonaparte’s Conspectus, is 0. auratus, of Africa; but others are: 
recorded elsewhere. 
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2nd, Black-naped Orioles (Broderipus, of Bonaparte), peculiar 
to the Indian region. 


471. Oriolus indicus, Brisson. 


JERDON, Il. Ind. Orn., pl. 15—Btyrn, Cat. 1302—Horsr., 
Cat. 415—O. chinensis, JeRDON, Cat. 99—and of other authors. 


THe BLACK-NArED INDIAN ORIOLE. 

Deser.—Bright yellow, greenish on the back and coverts; a 
black horse-shoe mark extending from the base of the bill through 
the eyes to the nape ; tail black, the central feathers barely tipped 
yellow, the others tipped broadly, the outermost feathers for 14 
inches or so; wings black, the secondaries, broadly margined with 
pale yellow; the tertiaries with the whole outer web, and part of the 
inner web, greenish yellow; primaries also tipped with the same ; 
a bright yellow wing-spot formed by the tips of the coverts of the 
primaries. Females only differ in being slightly greenish above, 
and in the yellow generally being not quite so vivid. 

The young are yellowish green above, with little or no trace 
of the occipital crescent, whitish beneath, with dark central lines; 
bill infuscated. In a further stage the under-parts are weaker 
yellow, with black shafts to the breast feathers more or less 
developed. 

Bill of adult pinky-red; feet plumbeous; irides rich blood-red. 
Length 10 inches; wing 6; tail 31; bill at front 12; tarsus 7. 

This species, which I first characterized in my Illustrations as 
distinct from O. chinensis (acrorhynchus, Vigors), differs from thaté 
species and from another neatly allied one from the Nicobars (0. 
macrourus, Blyth), by its much smaller bill, the smaller black 
crescent on the nape, and in the much greater extent of the 
yellow upon the wings, whilst the tail has less yellow, The present 
species however appeurs also to be found in China, and, it is possi- 
ble, may have been the original chinensis, instead of acrorhynchus. 

This Black-naped Oriole is spread more or less through India, 
but rare everywher2, and it has not been observed in the Hima- 
layas. I have procured it from the Malabar jungles; Mr. Elliot 
obtained it at Dharwar, and it is found near Calcutta, It appears 
however to be much more common in the countries to the east of 
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the Bay of Bengal, Arrakan, Pegu, and Tenasserim, extending to 
Malacca, and it is more confined to the forest regions than the 
other Indian Orioles. 

Besides the two allied species mentioned above, a fourth has 
been found in the Burmese countries, and named Q. tenuirostris, 
by Blyth; and another exists in Java, O. hippocrepis, Wagler, 
probably coronatus of Swainson. Bonaparte also gives O. Hors- 
fieldii from Java (galbula of Horsfield); and O. Broderipi, from 
Sumbava, figured in the Ill. P. Z. S. for 1850. 


8rd, Black-headed Orioles ( Oriolus of Bonaparte for the Indian 
species, and Baruffius, Bon., for the African ones). 

There are two races of Black-headed Orioles in Incia; and, as 
they are well marked apart, and, constantly, as it would appear, I 
shall follow Prince Bonaparte in separating them. 


472. Oriolus melanocephalus, Lixyzvs. 
Biytu, Cat. 1297 (in part)—Horse., Cat. 411 (in part)—O. 
maderaspatanus, FRANKLIN (the young)—O. McCoshii, Tick x1, 
(the young) —Pilak, and Zurduk, H— Pirola, at Goruckpore. 


Tue BeneaL Buack-n£apED ORIOLE. 

Deser.—Whole head, neck and breast in front, deep black ; 
rest of the plumage rich dark yellow above, slightly paler beneath, 
on the lower abdomen and under tail-coverts; wings black, with a 
small yellow band formed by the primary coverts; tertiaries 
with the tips and outer webs pale yellow; the secondaries also 
broadly tipped with yellow, gradually diminishing in extent to 
the last primaries, some of which are tipped and edged with 
yellow ; tail pale yellow, the two central feathers with a broad 
black band about half inch, tipped with yellow, the next pair with 
barely one inch of black, and the yellow tip nearly 4 iach; the 
next pair with a narrow and sometimes interrupted black band about 
the terminal third, and the three outer pair on each side nearly 
wholly yellow; the outer pair with an occasional smear of black on 
the outer margin ; all the tail feathers with black shafts diminishing 
jn intensity towards the outermost feathers, 

Bill pale luke-red; Jegs plumbeous; irides rich red. Length 
9} inches ; extent 16; wing 54; tail 34 ; bill at front 1 ; teraus ¢. 


ORIOLINE. lll 


The young bird has the forehead yellow, the head more or legs 
blackish, the neck white with blackish streaks, the belly yellow 
with longitudinally dark streaks, and the yellow duller in tint. 

This black-headed Oriole is found throughout Bengal and North- 
ern India generally, extending into Central India, and spreading 
to all the countries to the eastward, Assam, Burmah, and the 
Malay peninsula. In the south of India and Ceylon it is replaced by 
the next bird. It frequents both forests, and gardens and groves; 
is a lively and noisy bird, constantly flying from tree to tree, and 
uttering its loud mellow whistle, which Sundevall has put into 
musical form. 

It feeds chiefly on fruit, especially on the figs of the Banian, 
Peepal, and other Fict, and it is said also to eat blossoms and 
buds. Buchanan Hamilton states that he found the nest, made of 
‘bamboo leaves and the fibres that invest the top of the Cocoanut 
and other palms, in March, with the young unfledged. 


473, Oriolus ceylonensis, Bonararte 


O. melanocephalus, BiyTu, Cat. 1297 (in part) JERDON, Cat. 
98—Syxes, Cat. 59—Konda-vanga pandu, Tel. 


THe SouTHERN BLACK-HEADED ORIOLE. 


Descr.—Head and neck deep black ; rest of the plumage rich 
yellow; wings black; the wing-spot formed by the tips of the 
primary coverts smaller than in the last ; the tertiaries only tipped 
with yellow; and the black on the tail of greater extent especially 
on the central feathers. 

Bill, legs, and irides as in the last. 

This species is found in Southern India and Ceylon, but how 
far it extends towards Central India, I am not aware. Its 
note, as might have been expected, is very similar to that of its 
Northern congener. It is vary common in the Malaber Coast, 
more so indeed than O. Kundoo, but is comparatively rare in the 
Carnatic, and almost unknown in the bare Deccan. 

Other black-headed Orioles from the East are O. manthonotus, 
Horsfield, from Malacca and Java, the smallest of the genus, 


placed.as a separate division by Bonsparte, under the sub-genazic 
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name of Xanthonotus; and O. Philippensis, Gray : and there are 
several similarly colored Orivles in Africa. 


4th, Marroon Orioles, Psarolophus, J. and S. 

The only bird of this division is a remarkably plamaged species, 
and has been considered to belong toa different type, but it is 
essentially an Oriole. ‘The glistening maronne color recals that of 
some of the American Ampelida (Cotinya pompadoura); and this 
remarkable variation of color, from the usual yellow tints of most of 
the group, serves, in some manner, to show us that the glistening 
blue of the Zrena is not an unique anomaly in the coloration of this 
family. 


474. Oriolus Traillii, Vicors. 


Pastor, apud Viaors, P. Z. S., 1831—GouLp, Cent. Him. 
Birds, pl. 35—Buyrn., Cat. 1206—Horoe., Cat. 419—Psarolophus 
Traillii, Jarv. and Srxsy, Ill. Orn. 2nd Ser., pl. 26—Melambok, 
Lepch.— Yania-pia, Bhot. 


Turn MARONNE ORIOLr. 

Descr.—Whole head, neck, and wings, glossy black; the reat 
of the plumage, both above and below, glistening maroon red ; tail 
dull Indian red. 

The young biid is brown above, darkcr on the head. and the tail 
red; beneath sullied white, with numerous longitudinal brownstreaks. 

Bill bluish ; legs dark plumbeous ; irides pale yellow. Length 
11} inches; wing 6; wil 44; bill at front 1; tarsus 1,4. 

This curiously plumaged Oriole is found in the eastern part of 
the flimalayas, Nepal, and Sikhim, extending into Assam, Arrakan, 
and Tenasserim. It is found from 2,000 fect, or so, to at least 
7,000 feet, generally in small flock-, keeping to high trees, and has 
a fine loud mellow call. I found those I eyamined to have partaken 
of caterpillars only, In the young bird the iris is yeHow-brown. 

Other genera placed in this sub-family are Mimeta and Sphe- 
cotheres, from Australia, and the Oceanic region. Some species, 
formerly ranked under the former genus, are now considered to be 
true Orioles. Sericulus is classed by some among the Orioles, but 
is more generally considered to belong to the Birds of Paradise. 
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Orioka, from Madagascar, probably belongs also to this family, 
and shows some affinity in its coloring to O. Zraillii. 


Fam. SYLVIADz. 

Of small size mostly; bill slender; wing usually somewhat 
lengthened, and tail moderate or short; tarsus long; feet 
moderate. 

The family of Warblers comprise several distinct groups which 
I have classed together, partly in accordance with Gray and Hors- 
field, and partly because I consider that the birds thus arranged 
form a parallel series of equal value with the Thrushes, Shrikes, and 
the other dentirostral familics, in all of which there are certain 
marked differences of type. They agree in being mostly of small 
size, some very minute, and none equalling a Thrush; the wings of 
most are moderate or somewhat long, short and rounded in one 
sub-family ; the tail is usually moderate or rather short, lengthened 
in a few; the tarsus of all is moderately long and stout, and the 
feet moderate, suited in some for perching, in others for terrestrial 
habits. The majority feed solely on insects, a very few on flower- 
buds, and even on fruit. They may be divided into the following 
sub-families :—~ 

; 1.—Sawicoline, Stone-chats and Wheat-ears. 
2.—Ruticillinw, Redstarts and Bush-chats. 
3.— Calamoherpine, Grass Warblers. 
4.—Drymoicine, Wren Warblers. 
5.—Phylloscopine, ‘Tree Warblers. 
6.—Sylviing, Grey Warblers. 
1.—Motacilline, Wagtails and Pipits. 

Prince Bonaparte divides them into Saricoline, including our 
two first sub-families; Calamoherpine, comprising our two next ; 
Sylviine, with our 5th and 6th; and Motacilline. 

Although the chain gf affinities is not uninterrupted in this 
grouping, yet it appears, upon the whole, that this is not far from the 
natural order of succession. The Stone-chats and Wagtails perhaps 
ought to be placed next each other, as they have various affinities 
of color and habits. Some of the larger species appear to grade 
into the Rock-thrushes; a few have affinities for the Timaline 
Thrushes; several approach the Saxicoline Fly-catchers; others 

P 
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pethaps join the Titmice in the next family ; and lastly the Pipits 
are barely separable frota the Larks, a conirostral group. 


Sub-fam. SaxiIcoLinz. 


Bill stouter, more depressed at the base than in ‘the other 
sub-families; wings moderate or somewhat long ; tail moderate 
in most, short in some, long in a very few; tarsus moderately 
long, stout; fect moderate, fitted for terrestrial habits; claws 
slightly curved. ; 

The Sazicoline are a group of ground birds, of solitary habits, 
frequenting in gencral open and rocky ground, and affecting the 
neighbourhood of man; afew however being more sylvan, and 
courting concealment. The song of most is pleasing, very fine in 
a few, and they are exceedingly pugnacious. ‘They nestle on 
bunks, or rocks, or holes in buildings, occasionally in a hole of a 
tree ; and the eggs of most are bluish white, with a few dark spots. 
The plumage of many is picd, and tie sexes usually differ more or 
less in colour. The young are usually spotted like the young of 
Thrushes. They comprise some of the largest birds of the present 
family, and Bonapatte unites with them some of the Rock-thrushes 
of the Old Would. ‘They are chiefly inhabitants of the Old W orld, 
many of them being migratory; but there is a peculiar group in 
Australia, and another in America. They approach the Wagtuils 
on one side, and certainly grade into the next sub-family, Ruticilline. 


Gen. Corsycnuus, Wagler. 

Syn. Gryllivora, Sw.—Dahila, Hodgs. 

Char.—Bill moderately long and strong, straight, tip slightly 
bent, distinctly notched; rictal bristles almost absent; nostrils 
large, exposed, basal; wings moderate, 4th and 5th quills longest, 
8rd nearly equal to them; tail rather long, graduated, or with 
the six central feathers equal, the outer -ones graduated; tarsus 
moderately long, stout, nearly entire; feet moderate, middle toe 
long, hind toe and claw moderate ; claws slightly curved. 


475. Copsychus saularis, Lixy. 


Gracula, apud Linnzxus—B yu, Cat. 970—Horsr., Cat, 422 
—Syxes, Cat. 62—Gryllivora intermedia, Swayson, and JERpoN 
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Cat. 101—Dahila docilis, Hopas.—Dayer, or Dayal, H, and Beng. 
—Pedda nalanchi, Tel., also Sarela-gadu, i. ¢.,the Piet—Zannid- 
pho, Lepch. 

TnHE MaAGPIE-ROBIN, 

Descr.—Head, neck, breast, body above, and wings, black, glossed 
blue on all parts except the wings; abdomen, vent, and under tail- 
coverts white, the four outer tail-feathers on each side, white. 

The female is duller black than the male, und somwhat ashy on 
the breast. The young birds have the breast dusky with ruddy 
spots, the upper surface olive-brown turning to slaty. 

Bill and legs black ; irides brown. Length 84 inches; wing 4; 
tail 3,4, ; extent 114; bill at front {4; tarsus 1}. 

The Magpie-robin is found throughout all India, from the 
Himalayas to Cape Comorin and Ceylon; and castwards to 
Arrakan and Tenasserim. Iutton says that at Mussoorce it occurs 
up to 5,000 feet. It is rare near Darjecling, and I never saw it above 
3,000 feet. It affects chiefly wooded districts, but docs not inhabit 
the deep jungles. ‘Towards the South of India it is less familiar 
than it is in the North, for in Central India, Bengal &c., it is often 
seen feeding close to houses. It is gencrally seen alone or in 
pairs, usually secks its prey on the ground from a low perch, 
often hopping a few steps to pick up an insect. When 
it returns to its perch, it gencrally elevates its tail and often 
utters a pleasing warble. Though it frequently raises and depresses 
its tail, both when perched and on the ground, I cannot say that 
I have observed the Wagtail-like flirtation of its tail noted by 
Hodgson, or that it throws its tail back till it nearly touches its 
head, as Layard has seen. Towards the evening it may often 
be seen near the top of some tolerably large tree, or other elevated 
perch, pouring forth its song. I have always found its food to 
consist of insects of various kinds, small grasshoppers, beetles, 
worms, &c. Hodgson asserts that in winter they like unripe veiches, 
and such like; but this is quite opposed to the usual habits of 
this group. It breeds generally in thick bushes, or hedges; some- 
times in @ hole in a bank or tree, and occasionally in a hole in a 
wall, or on, the rafter of a house. The nest is made of roots 
and grass ; and the eggs, four in number, are bluish white, or pale 


116 BIRDS OF INDTA. 


bluish, with pale brown spots and blotches. Layard says that the 
eggs are bright blue, and Hutton that they are carneous cream 
color, but these observers must, I think, have been mistaken in 
the identity of the owner of the nest. 

The Dayal is often caged, as well for its song, as for its pugna- 
cious qualities, which, according to Hodgson, are made use of to 
capture others, “ Fighting these tame birds,” says Hodgson, “ is 
a favorite amusement with the rich (in Nepal), nor can any race of 
game-cocks combat with more energy and resoluticn than do these 
birds. Latham called it the Dial bird from its native name, and 
Linnzus, apparently thinking that it had some connection with a sun- 
dial, called it solaris, by lapsus penne, saularis. I may here state that 
in my Catalogue published in 1839, I called it the Magpie-robin, 
by which name Mr. Layard says it is now known in Ceylon. 

A nearly allied race is found in Ceylon, C. ceylonensis, Sclater, 
P. Z.S., 1861, p. 186 (brevirostris, apud Blyth); C. mindanensis. in 
Malacca, Siam and China; and C. amcenus, Horsf. (brevirostris, 
Swains.) in Java; and these are all representatives of our Indian 
species; besides which there are C. luzoniensis, Kittlitz, in the 
Philippines, aud C. pluto, Temm., in Borneo. 


Gen. Krtracincua, Gould. 

Char.—Bill more slender than in the last; tail very long, 
graduated; wings slightly more rounded; tarsus slender, pale ; 
lateral toes very short. 

This form is considered by some not to be distinct from the last, 
but the few structural points noted above, its more slender form, 
retired habits, and the fact of there being several species, exhibiting 
all these characters, from various parts of the Indian region, lead 
me to keep it distinct. 


476. Kittacincla macroura, GEL. 


Turdus, apud GMELIn—Buiytu, Cat. 968—Horsr., Cat. 425— 
Syxes, Cat. 61—Gryllivora longicauda, SwaAINSON—JERDON, Cat. 
102—Shama, H.—Poda nalanchi, Tel., also Tonka nalancht. 

THe SHaMa, 

Descr.—Head, neck, back, wimg-coverta, breast, and tail, glossy 

black ; rump white ; wings dull black; outer tail feathers broadly 
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tipped with white; breast, belly, and under tail-coverts deep 
chesnut. 

Bill black; legs pale fleshy; irides deep brown. Length 12 
inches ; wing 3}; tail nearly 8; bill at front }; tarsus 1. 

The female has the colors less pure and duller than the male. 

This most charming songster is found over all India where there 
are sufficiently dense or lofty jungles, and it never affects cultivated 
country, however well wooded.* It is common in all Malabar, 
especially in the upland districts, as in the Wynaad; more rare in 
the Eastern Ghats; and not unfrequent in all the jungles of 
Central India to Midnapore and Cuttack. It also frequents all 
the sub-Himalayan forests, and extends to the hill tracts of Assam, 
Sylhet, Burmah, and Malacca, as also to Ceylon. 

The Shama frequents the densest thickets, and is very partial to 
thick bamboo jungles. Itis almost always solitary, perches on low 
branches, and hops to the ground to secure a small grasshopper 
or other insect. When alarmed, it flies before you from tree to 
tree at no great height. Its song is chiefly heard in the evening, 
just before and after sunset. Itis a most gushing melody, of great 
power, surpassed by no Indian bird. In confinement it imitates 
the notes of other birds, and of various animals, with ease and 
accuracy. It is caught in great number and caged for its song. 
Many are brought from the Nepal Terai to Monghyr, chiefly 
young birds,- It is the practice throughout India to cover the 
cages of singing birds with cloth, and in some places a fresh piece 
of cloth is added every year. The birds certainly sing away 
readily when thus caged, but not more so perhaps, than others free- 
ly exposed. The Shama is usually fed on a paste made of parched 
chenna mixed with the yolk of hard-boiled eggs, and it appears to 
thrive well on this diet, if a few maggots or insects are given 
occasionally. It will also eat pieces of raw meat in lieu of insects, 

A new species has lately been discovered in the Andaman 
Islands, K. albiventris, Blyth; there is another from Labuan, K. 
Stricklandi, Mottl. and Dillwyn; and a fourth species has quite 


—_—— 


*T can scarcely believe that this is Mr. Philipps’ Shema, which, says he, in the 
3. W. P., may be seen perched on walls, and building in houses, 
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recently been described by Sclater, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 187, Copsy- 
chus suavis from Borneo, which has the tail of a Copsychus, and 
the colours and form of Kittacinelu. 


Gen. My1oMELA, Hodgson. 


Syn. Auscisylvia, Todgs.—Notodela, Lesson, apud Blyth. 

Char.—Bill short, tolerably slender, compressed, slightly bend- 
ing at the tip and notched; rictus very feebly bristled; wings 
rather long, ample, reaching half way down the tail; 5th quill 
longest ; tail moderate, broad, very slightly rounded ; tarsi rather 
long, smooth ; toes moderate, slender ; claws gracile, longish. 

This genus has the general structure of Copsychus, but less 
robust in form, with a more even tail, a smaller bill, and larger feet. 
Blyth considers this form barely distinct from Ruticilla, to which 
it certainly has affinities; byvits general structure, coloration, 
and sylvaa habits, induce me to consider it as more nearly allied to 
the present group. 


477. Myiomela leucura, Honcsoy. 


Muscisylvia, apud Hopason, Ann, Nat. Tist., 1845—J. A.S., 
XUI.,138—Briyru, Cat. 971 —Honrsr.,Cat.426—Mangshia, Lepch. 


Tne Wuitr-TraiLep BLUE-CHAT. 

Deser.—General color daik blackish indigo-blue; forehead, 
over the eyes, and shouldei, bright smalt-blue; alars and caudals 
dull black, with the base of the outer wel of the three tail feathers 
on each side, next the outer ones, white, this white increasing out- 
wardly ; a concealed white spot on the sides of the neck, formed 
by part of the outer webs of some of the feathers. The female is 
tufescent brown, paler beneath ; the quills dusky, edged with deep 
ferruginous; tail the sae; the base of the feathers white, as in 
the male. 

Bill black; feet brown-black; irides dark brown. Length 74 
inches ; extent 12; wing 33; tail 3}; bull at front ,%; tarsus 1}. 
The wingsreach to within 1} inches or so from the end of the tail. 

The White-tailed Blue chat is found throughout the Himalayas, 
from Mussooree to Sikhim, and also in the Khasia hills. It affects 
high altitudes, being found from 5,000 to nearly 9,000 feet. It 
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frequents dense underwood, or very thick forest, perching low, 
and seeking its food chiefly on the ground. I have found only 
insects of various kinds in its stomach. Hodgson, indeed, 
says that it feeds equally on pulpy berries. It is very shy, and 
from the density of the cover it frequents, it is difficult to observe 
closely. 

From its tone of coloring, the white neck spot, and especially 
the mode of coloration of the female, it appears to me to be 
somewhat allied to Niltava, and the Lepchas brought me a nest 
and eggs, alleged to belong to this bird, exactly resembling those 
of Niltava sundara, but they may have been mistaken in the 
identity of the bird. the females being so like each other. 

A somewhat allied species is found in Pegu, Notodela diana, of 
Lesson, in Belanger’s voyage, and Eupetes cerulescens, Temm., 
P. C. 574, from New Guinca, appears to me also iclated. 


The next bird noticed is a somewhat anomalous form, albeit 
having some distant affinities for the last specics. 


Gen. Granpaxa, Hodgson. 

Char.—Bilk moderate, slender, straight, pheenicuran, but slightly 
depressed at the base; nostrils oval, free, in the front of a large 
fossa; gape perfectly smooth; wings long, ample and firm, 1st 
quill spurious, 2nd longest; the tertials only half the length of the 
primaries ; tail moderate, firm, slightly emarginate; tarsus longish, 
entire ; toes long, slender, suitable for progression on the ground 5 
hind toe rather shout. 

This is a very peculiar genus. TIlodgson says that “ it has the 
general structure of a Thrush with the wings greatly enlarged, and 
a sylvian bill” Blyth says that it is allied to the Wheat-ears, It. 
differs from all the other members of this family by its excessively 
long wings. I was at one time inclined to class it not far from 
Hartlaubius, Bonaparte, an African genus of Sturnida, judging 
from the brief characters given by the Prince, and the long wings 
and sturnideous habits of the only species, as noticed by some 
observers, 


478. Grandala coelicolor, Hopcson. 


J. A.S. XII. 447, with fig—Buyrn, Cat. 972—Horsr., Cat. 
427—G. schistacea, Hopason, the young female. 


120 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


Tue LonG-wincep BiLvE CHAT. 


Deser.—Whole head and hody glistening externally with brilliant 
dark smalt-blue, but the feathers black internally; wings and tail 
black. The female is sordid slaty, or blue-black, with a brown 
smear; alars and caudals darker, anda white bar through the 
wing; the feathers of the lower parts striped down the shafts 
with luteous white. 

Bill and feet jet black; irides dark brown. Length of male 
9 inches; wing 6; tail 33; bill at front ;%; tarsus1}. The 
female is considerably emaller than the male. 

This magnificent bird inhabits the Northern region of Nepal, or 
the Cachar, in under spots near the snows. It is stated by 
Hodgson to be solitary in its habits, and that insects and gravel 
were found in its stomach. It has also been found in the North- 
west Himalayas, near the snowy region, and Mr. Blyth was in- 
formed by Lieutenant Speke, that he observed it in flocks, with a 
rapid flight like that of the Starlings. 


The next group, from its slender, and slightly curved beak, was 
formerly classed under the heterogeneous J.cos of ‘Temminck; but 
its place in this family is now universally conceded. 


Gen. Tnamnonta, Swainson. 

Char.—Bill slender, very slightly widened at the base, the 
sides compressed, slightly arched throughout; tip deflected, not 
notched ; gape smooth; wings short, rounded, the 4th and 
5th quills longest, the primaries hardly exceeding the terti- 
aries and secondaiies, which are broad; tail moderate, broad, 
much rounded; tarsus long, the feet moderate, inner toe much 
shorter than the outer ; hind toe short, all the claws slightly curved. 

Ihave no doubt myself of the propriety of placing this genus 
among the Stone-chats or Robins. Blyth, at one time, from 
observation of a caged specimen, held that it was a Wren. Swain- 
son was the first naturalist who, from specimens alone, with great 
acumen fixed its true position; which subsequent observations 
of its habitS have certainly confirmed. The Telingas, it will 
be observed, call both Copsychus and Thamnobia by the same 
name, with a specific prefix. There are two species known in 
India, one from the south, the other from the north. 
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479. Thamnobia fulicata, Linx. 


Motacilla, apud Linn#us—Jexpon, Cat. 103—Biyrtn, Cat. 
‘967—Horsr., Cat. 428—Ixos, apud Sykes, Cat. 72—Tham. 
leucoptera, Swatns.—Kalchuri, H.—WNalanchi, Tel.—Wannati- 
kuravi, Tam , t. e., Washerman-bird. 


THE InpsAN Buack ROBIN. 


Descr.—Male, shining deep black, with a white wing spot; the 
middle of the abdomen and the under tail-coverts deep chesnut. 
The female is dull sooty-brown, darkened on the wings and tail, 
the under tail-coverts chesnut. 

Length 6 inches; wing 2; to 3; tail 23; tarsus 1y,; bill at 
front barely } inch. Bill black; irides dark brown. 

This well known bird is tound throughout Southern India 
as far north as the Taptce on the West, but only extending to 
the Godavery on the East. North of this it is replaced by the 
next species. 

Its familiar habits well entitle it to the name of Indian Robin. 
It is mostly found about villages, pagodas, old buildings, and 
mud walls, often perching on the roofs of houses and tops of walls, 
and feeding in verandahs, or occasionally even entering houses. 
It is, however, not confined to the vicinity of houses or villages, 
but is very common on rocky and stony hills, and in groves 
of palmyra or date palms. It is generally seen single, or in pairs, 
feeds on the ground, on which it hops with great agilily, frequently 
pursuing and capturing several insects before it re-seats itself on 
its perch either on a house or on a ncighbouring tree or bush. * 
At all times, but especially when feeding, it has the habit of jerk- 
ing up its tail by successive efforts, so as almost to overshadow 
its head. The male has a very sweet little song, which it warbles 
forth from the top of a wall or low tree, and it is occasionally 
caged. It builds among rocks, on holes in houses or mud walls; 
also low down on the stem of palm trees, where the broken stalk 
of the frond juis out from the trunk : Burgess says, ‘ under tussocks 
of grass.’ On one ocoasion a pair built their nest, at Jalnah, 
among e heap of stones raised from a well. It was being deep- 
ened, and they made their nest during the time the rock was being 

Q 


